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One Talent Woman 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


UT, Lord, You gave me only one, 
So small, so slight a thing! 
What might I not with five have done— 
Preach, or teach, or sing! 


If You had given me but two, 
Then I had proved my worth. 

But this poor gift! What could I do 
But bury it in earth? 


“A little thing? A child to lead 
From perilous paths to Me? 

A little gift? A word to speed 
On heavenly ministry?” 


Then give me back my talent, Lord, 
As humble as before— 

A child, a thought, a living word— 
How could I ask for more? 


Where Sin Abounded 


Consciousness of our sinfulness and 
weakness is not a reason for despair. 
In fact, it is this very thing that will 
cause us to lean wholly upon the Lotd 
Jesus for grace to subdue our sinful 
inclinations and to give us strength to 
meet temptation. The Lord Jesus said, 
“I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance” (Mark 2:17); and 
Paul wrote, “This is a faithful ‘saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners; of whom I am chief” (1 Tim. 1:15). 
In the March issue of the Keswick Fel- 
lowship Newsletter, issued by the Kes- 
wick, Convention Council, London, the 


Rev. E, L. Langston, who has frequently 
written for THe Sunpay Scnoo. Tres, 
quotes a most encouraging message from 
“Divine Possibilities,” 1 by Bishop Hand- 
ley Moule. It reads as follows: “I dare say 
that: It is possible, for those who are 
willing to reckon on the power‘of the 
Lord for keeping and victory, to lead a 
life in which His promises are taken as 
they stand and found to be true. It is 
possible to cast all our care upon Him 
daily and to enjoy deep peace in doing 
so. It is possible to have the thoughts 
and imaginations of our hearts purified, 
in the deepest meaning of the word, 
through faith. It is possible to see the 
will of God in everything, and to re- 
ceive it, not with sighing, but with sing- 
ihg. It is possible, by taking complete 
refuge in divine power, to become strong 
through and through; and where previ- 
ously our great weakness lay, to find 
that the things which formerly upset 
all our resolves to be patient or pure or 


. humble, furnish today an opportunity— 


through Him who loved us, and works 
in us an agreement with His will and 
blessed sense of His presence and His 
power—to make sin powerless. These 
things are divine possibilities, and be- 
cause they are His work, the true ex- 
perience of them will always cause us 
to bow lower at His feet and to learn 
to thirst and long for more. We cannot 
possibly be satisfied with anything less 
than—each day, each hour, each moment, 
in Christ, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit—to walk with,God.” The high 
standard here set forth ts no higher than 
the possibilities that are repeatedly held 
out to us in the New Testament. It is 
in our weakness, as we trust in Him, 
that. His strength is made perfect (2 Cor. 
12:9). “Likewise feckon ye also your- 
selves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 
alive unto God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (Rom. 6:11). 





1The Times has no record of a present 
edition of this book, which is presumab 
out of print. 


Dr. Thomas Cochrane 


This editorial by Ernest Gordon summarizes articles in the March- 
April, 1954, number of World Dominion, which memorialize Dr. Thomas 
Cochrane, who died December 7, 1953. 


HAVE often observed how Mr. 

Moody entered the lives of men 

notable later in Christian work. 
Dr. Thomas Cochrane, whom Professor 
Latourette of Yale has characterized as 
“one of the . . . missionary giants, who 
in vision and achievement have made 
notable: the last two centuries of the 
world-wide spread of the Gospel,” is a 
case in point. He had given himself 
to God in early teens, but had not full 
assurance until he went to hear Mr. 
Moody. “‘Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved’—what 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Nevertheless for thy great mer- 
cies’. sake thou didst not utterly 
consume them, nor forsake them; 
for thou art a gracious and merci- 
ful God” (Neh. 9:31). 




















does it mean?” he had constantly been 
repeating. 

“When Mr, Moody came to the plat- 
form that evening, he went straight to 
the rail, and without any preamble at 
all said: ‘Some of you may be wonder- 
ing what “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ” means,’ and he went on to ex- 
plain simply. The joy of believing filled 
Tom’s young heart. . . and it never left 
him.” . 

He determined to offer his life to the 
mission~field, went to Glasgow Univer- 
sity to study medicine (where he had 
a brilliant record in spite of great diffi- 
culties in self-support), offered himself 
to the London Missionary Society, and 
was sent to Mongolia as a medical mis- 
sionary. 

There was hardly another physician 
in the whole vast land. His waiting 
room was continuously filled with pa- 
tients suffering from every conceivable 
complaint—smallpox, typhus, cholera, 
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hydrophobia among them. They came 
walking from vast distances or sometime 
on the back of a relative. Now he was 
importuned by an anguished husband 
on his knees crying, “Save life! Save 
life!’ and went with him to a distant 
village to a suffering woman. Her life 
he did save, but not. that of the child, 
victim of old hag midwives, who had 
been torturing the mother. Such trag- 
edies were the commonplaces of myriad 
villages all over Mongolia. 

With the same desperate cry, “Save 
life! Save life!” a man guided him to 
a distant home, where the wife was also 
in childbirth. They had to cross a river 
with floating ice, through which the 
guide led the doctor’s horse. 

“I shivered involuntarily as, half 
naked, he grasped my horse’s bridle and 
waded in, . . . He missed the ford, and 
».» We were nearly swept away. Poor 
man, with chattering teeth he 
thanked me over and over again. I 
was able to save that woman’s life.” 





When the last year of the nineteenth 
century was running out, the atmosphere 
of China became surcharged with rest- 
lessness. More and more helplessly 
wounded victims of riot. and brigandage 
appeared in Dr. Cochrane’s little hospital. 
“Harmonious Fists” were preparing for 
the Boxer outbreak. There were mys- 
terious whisperings, In a dilapidated 
little inn, as he lay awake, he heard the 
conversation of two adjacent guests 
about the foreign devil in the next room, 
“His eyes are not blue, but black, like 
ours, and so is his hair, . . . He is almost 
as good-looking as a Chinese, and might 
easily pass for one.” 

“But,” retorted the other, “they drink 
milk, and therefore have a milky smell. 
They dislike their own smell, and this 
may be the explanation of the fact that 
they so often take a bath. But we shall 
soon be rid of them all. Yes, . .. they 
would slice up. our country ‘like a 
melon!” ... 

“Good!” came word from the other. 
“What if we begin with the one in the 
next room?” 

“Their courage must have failed,” 
wrote Cochrane, “for, after a somewhat 
troubled sleep, I awoke to find myself 
alive!” 

Things went from bad to worse. It 
became necessary for the doctor to take 
his, wife and three little children to the 
coast. The Christians were gathered in all- 
night farewell prayer. “We knelt down, 
a little band of Christian brethren,” 
before scattering. One later suffered mar- 

tyrdom, dying with the words on his 
“ lips, 

“Mighty God, while angels bléss Thee, 

May a mortal sing Thy praise.” 

There is something epic in this story 
of flight, as Mrs. Bernard Read tells it. 
Dr. Cochrane had an intractable Chinese 
boy of twelve in his hospital, who was 
also helper in kitchen work. His vio- 
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lent temper was a constant problem to 


all, but the patient doctor prayed with 
him, and reasoned with him, and took 
him on again and again. His patience 
paid off. 

“The climax came with the Boxer 
uprising in 1900 when the Cochranes and 
their three little boys had to flee to the 
coast.” It had been decided that the 
party should go divergent ways to es- 
cape notice, the doctor disguised as a 
Chinese on muleback, the family in a 
cart. But who should drive the cart? 

That night there came to the mission 
house a local mule-cart driver, who said, 
“My wife and I feel I should volunteer 
to take Mrs. Cochrane and the children. 
I am not a church member ... but we 
are also mindful of all you have done 
for our people. . . . I will take you, Mrs. 
Cochrane, in my cart, and I shall meet 
you, Doctor, at the great crossing of the 
roads.” . 

Soon the doctor was riding alone into 
the night when he realized that someone 
was following him. It was his high- 
tempered boy. This endangered Dr. 
Cochrane’s anonymity, and. he rebuked 
the boy. To which the lad meekly re- 
plied, “You’ve forgotten to take off your 
English felt hat and I’ve brought your 
Chinese cap with queue attached.” The 
driver of the cart was finally killed by 
Boxers for helping foreign devils es- 
cape. As to the high-tempered boy, 
thirty years afterwards Dr. Cochrane ran 
across him in Peking. He had become 
a successful physician with a splendid 
home. “All this I owe to you, Dr. Coch- 
rane,” he said. “You prayed me out of 
my vile temper and never threw me 
over. You showed me what God could 
do for even a man like me.” 





The Boxer typhoon finally passed over. 
Dr. Cochrane settled into hospital work 
and evangelism in Peking. His son, now 
an able physician, says of him: “Even 
in those early days, we began to appre- 
ciate his amazing dexterity as a surgeon, 
working as he did without the aids of 
modern anaesthetics and advanced surgi- 
cal techniques. His knowledge of anat- 
omy and his teaching ability must have 
been exceptional.” 

After a time patients began to come 
from the Imperial Palace, among them 
the Duchess Te. She needed to have 
a difficult and delicate operation, but 
feared trouble on her return to court 
for having allowed a man to operate 
on her. To avoid this, Dr. Cochrane 
was made her brother-in-law, and “the 
roadblock was thus removed. The Em- 
press became interested and ordered 
others to contribute to the hospital. 

As all know, Chinese medicine was a 
thing for laughter. It was considered 
dangerous to take prescriptions from 
physicians whose family had not been 
in the medical profession for at least 
three generations. The textbooks were 
from two to three thousand years old, 
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and none dealt with anatomy, physi- 
ology, or pathology. As to surgery, they 
tell of a man pierced by an arrow. The 
surgeon sawed off the protruding ends 
and then told the patient he had now 
only an internal complaint. A physician 
could cure that. 

Obviously China needed trained phys- 
icians, and Dr. Cochrane sought to meet 
the need by establishing the Union Medi- 
cal College in Peking. In the western 
hills that overlooked the city was a rock 
on which he had carved the word 
“Bethel.” Here he was wont to pray in 
times of crisis. An answer came when 
the Empress dowager donated ten thou- 
sand ounces of silver towards a build- 
ing for the college. This was a unique 
gift, the first of its kind in the history 
of China. “The correspondent of the 
London Times, Dr. Morrison, came to me 


(Continued on page 418) 








Notes on Open Letters 


How Far Should 
Our Forgiveness Go? 
Will you please give Scripture con- 
cerning the following problem? A had 

a quarrel with B in B’s home, and 

Since then A says he has forgiven B, 

but will not visit in his home. Fur- 

thermore, A declares he will never 
eat a meal again in B’s home. A and 

B have met, and seem to be friends, 

and on the surface things appear to 

be as before. But do you really think 

A has forgiven B? Both A and B are 

born-again Christians, — A. Pennsyl- 

vania reader. 

The answer to a question of this kind 
depends on the standards by which it is 
to be judged. Is it to be settled accord- 
ing to human principles, even the highest 
and best; or according to the Scriptures? 
Apart from the light of revelation in 
the Bible, and the regenerating power of 
the Holy Spirit in the life, man can never 
attain to God’s standards. 

Naturally, the letter does not give all 
the facts in the case. It does not tell 
the cause of the quarrel, or whether A 
did or said anything for which he ought 
to ask B’s forgiveness, and for which B 
ought to be willing to forgive him. As 
a quarrel develops, though the greatest 
wrong may have been done by one 
party, there is likely to be some wrong 
on beth sides. “In the multitude of 
words there wanteth not sin: but he that 
refraineth his lips is wise” (Prov. 10:19). 

Judged by human standards, it is un- 
derstandable that A does not want to 
visit in» B’s home or take a meal in his 
house.’ This raises another question: 
Has B invited A to come and see him and 
his family again, or take a meal with 
them?’ If A has reason to think that 
B does not want him, he may be doing 
the tactful thing to stay away. But, ex- 


(Continued on page 428) 
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BAYLOR UNIVER: 


Malla Moe—a Great Light on the Dark Continent 


The story of one of God's warriors—a missionary 


for seventy years 


HE great evangelist was closing his 
Chicago tent meeting, saying, “Let 
all sinners remain and Christians 
go to work!” A young girl-convert, of 
the Matheran faith, did not understand 
what the command “go to work” really 
meant and remained in her seat praying. 
Soon she felt a hand on her shoulder and 
heard a voice which asked tenderly, “Are 
you a Christian?” Saying, “Yes,” the 
girl looked up into) the face of Dwight 
L. Moody, who gave her a gentle push, 
and in a commanding voice said, “Then, 
go to work for the Lord!” 

That push of the famous nineteenth 
century evangelist started the life- 
wheel of Malla Moe’s soul-saving labor, 
which lasted for more than sixty years. 
As a veritable dynamo of Spiritual en- 
ergy at heart, she became a Gospel bea- 
con. everywhere she went, guiding man 
from darkness to God’s marvelous light. 

Impelled by the desire to let her light 
shine in the darkest place, Malla Moe 
chose Africa as her mission field. In the 
belief that she could shine for the Lord 
even before she could talk the native 
language, she settled down among the 
natives in Swaziland on the Implusheni 
(“White Mountain”). Making an African 
kraal her home, Malla ate the natives’ 
food, lived, and slept with them, fasted 
and prayed. . In seven months she ac- 
quired the language. 


“Red Pepper” Who Became John 


In loving patience she let the radiance 
of her life and witness shine on the dark- 
skinned Swazis until some of them 
opened their ‘hearts to let it in. One of 
them was a young man of fiery temper 
called Mapelepele (“Red Pepper”), be- 
cause of his temper-and fighting spirit. 
So changed did this man become that 
Malla gave him a new name, John, for 
he became indeed a true namesake of 
the apostle of love. When John was 
baptized he said: “I give myself to God, 
I will never go to work for the white 
people again for money. I will, work 
for God forever.” He kept his word for 
sixty years and is still preaching the 
Gospel. ' 

Undoubtedly the reason so many of 
Malla Moe’s converts became preachers 
of the Gospel was that she herself was 
on fire for the Lord in personal zeal for 
the salvation of souls. 

In the right time Miss Moe had come 
to Africa to become both “the light of 
the world” as well as “salt of the earth” 
and “peacemaker.” She arrived just 
when South Africa was in the turmoil 
of tribal contention and that political 
tension 'which resulted in the Boer War. 
Not long after she had settled down on 


It could truly be said of Miss Malla 
Moe, a Norwegian, that because of 
her “the people which sat in dark- 
ness saw great light; and to them 
which sat in the region and shadow 
of death light is sprung up” (Matt. 
4:16). She was a missionary of The 
Evangelical Alliance Mission (for- 
merly Scandinavian Alliance), who 
was stimulated to action by the word 
of the founder, Fredrik Franson, that 


“God says ‘Go’ and the heathen say . 


‘Come’; that’s enough!” He also gave 
her pointed principles of work which 
stood her in good stead on the field 
and which are quoted in this article 
by the Rev. Mr. Eikland, who is the 
East Coast representative of TEAM. 
Today the Mission has many repre- 
sentatives on a dozen or more fields, 
and its monthly publication is the 
Missionary Broadcaster. The Ameri- 
can headquarters are at 2839 W. Mc- 
Lean Ave., Chicago 47. Its watch- 
word is, “Workers Together With 
Him—Unto the Uttermost Part of the 
Earth.” 








the White Mountain the chief of the 
district came to her one day, Saying: 
“War may soon break out between me 
and the king of Swaziland. I cannot 
let you stay here, as I would get into 
trouble with the government [British] 
if a white woman were killed in my 
village.” 

Finding herself at the crossroad Malla 
prayed, and just when she was on the 
point of leaving a messenger came, ask- 
ing her to come to a place near by and 
open a school. For a long time some 


heathen women had been praying there . 


to the unknown God, saying, “Send us 
someone who can bring us the light.” 
Convinced that this was God’s call to 
her, Malla went; and in the same place 
where the heathen women had prayed, 
there she built her “Bethel” mission 
station, which became the center of 
her field in South Africa. 

When the Boer War broke out Malla 
Moe found herself and Bethel in the vor- 


‘ tex of the conflict between the British 


and Boer forces, Genezal Allenby’s forces 
being on one side and the Boer general 
on the other side of the mountain. -As 
Miss Moe had been kind to the British 
soldiers, and even entertained General 
Allenby at her station, the Boer general 
sent soldiers one day to take her with 
them as prisoner. “I will not go, they 
can kill me if they want to,” said Malla. 
Said her native evangelist John Gamede, 
“Go with them, we will pray you back!” 
s 


. By OLAV EIKLAND 


Jn a two-wheeled oxcart. they drove 
away with her. 

It was God’s leading that she was taken 
over to the Boer camp, because there 
she found a Dutch Christian who owned 
a near-by farm. He permitted Malla to 
come there for meetings, and in a large 
tobacco shed, which she transformed into 
a chapel, she led many to the Lord. 

As a peacemaker in the racial as well 
as tribal and national conflicts, Miss Moe 
became known in the higher circles of 
the British Government, which contrib- 
uted to the spread of her fame on the 
African Continent. To TEAM Director 
T. J. Bach, Mr. Dickson, Resident Com- 
missioner of Swaziland, said: “Whether 
«we are white or black, rich or poor, 
learned or unlearned, we: consider Malla 
Moe the most outstanding missionary in 
Africa.” 

The smoldering fire that kindled such 
a great missionary flame in Malla Moe’s 
soul can be traced to her childhood faith 
in God, nursed in a deeply religious 
country community near Bergen, Nor- 
way. She was born in 1863 in a Luth- 
eran home, where embers remained from 
the great revivalist, Hans Hauge, who 
lit revival fires all over the country in 
the beginning of the nineteenth century. 

Malla learned from her mother to 
pray, and at her father’s deathbed prom- 
ised to give her heart to the Lord. In 
the solemnity of her confirmation Sun- 
day, she really had the purpose to be 
true to her vow when she promised the 
minister to give God her heart. But 
real surrender to Christ she experienced, 
not in any church or meeting hall, but 
out in the barn among the cattle and 
alone with God. There—in the stable— 
Christ was born in her heart. 


Early Work in America 


Coming to America in her twenties, 
she found her church home in a Chicago 
Lutheran church, where she became a 
Sunday school teacher. She had thirteen 
girls in her class, and that class became 
her first mission field. She tells how 
she visited all the members, pleading 
with them to give their hearts to the 
Lord. 

Malla was working in a Chicago laun- 
dry, and when her employer heard of 
her intention to go as missionary to the 
foreign field he asked her, “Are there 
not enough heathen here to evange- 
lize?” 

“Find one person in your laundry I 
haven't talked to about Jesus and I will 
stay here,” Malla Moe answered. Fred- 
rik Franson, the founder of TEAM, came 
to Chicago, and her missionary interest 
became a decisive call when he pointed 
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out to her that “God says ‘Go’ and the 
heathen say ‘Come’; that’s enough!” 

As she prepared for departure for 
Africa, Malla Moe was deeply conscious 
of her lack of education for the mission 
field. (She had had only an elementary, 
rural public school training if Norway.) 
Fredrik Franson gave her his two-weeks’ 
missionary course—a missionary training 
school in capsule form—and with this 
limited education Malla sailed for Swazi- 
land. Lack of formal Bible training 
brought her to see the need of Bible 
study under the Great Teacher’s guid- 
ance. As she said later, “The Comforter 

. Shall teach you all things.” She 
came to see that “if we neglect to read 
and study God’s Word, the Holy Spirit 
will have nothing to teach us, nothing to 
remind us of.” She got convicted of 
negligence in Bible meditation, saying 
that “in America I had been too busy 
working and running to meetings to read 
my Bible.” 

Another element in Malla’s education 
came from Fredrik Franson’s prescrip- 
tions for all needs and difficulties she 
would meet on the mission field: “If 
the natives won’t listen to you, fast and 
pray! If you can’t get the language, fast 
and pray! If you are sick, fast and pray! 
If you are disappointed, fast and pray! 
If you have no food, fast and pray!” 
Malla said, “This has been an education 
to me.” 

Malla Moe came into turbulent times 
upon her arrival in South Africa; and 
when she was left alone with the natives, 
she realized the great resources she had 
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as she put into practice Franson’s five 
commandments. She said: “During the 
Boer War, when alone with the natives, 
I fasted and prayed once a week. No- 
body was_hurt, we were all kept by 
God.” Result: “We started twelve out- 
stations during the Boer War, besides 
Bethel.” 

It was her intense love for the souls 
of the Africans that made Malla fast 
and pray for their salvation, day and 
night. If on a trip to certain villages 
she did not get any response to her wit- 
nessing, she would become so burdened 
that she would often become sick in 
body. Once, when for three days, while 
traveling with a fellow missionary on 
her Gospel wagon, no one had come to 
Christ, Malla said: “Dagny, there is 
something wrong. We are on the wrong 
track, nobody is being saved.” So she 
turned the donkey-drawn Gospel wagon 
toward another village. Next day souls 
started to come to Christ. “Now Dagny,” 
Miss Moe said, “we are on the right 
track.” 

Malla was sometimes criticized for her 
tactics in soul-winning and _for ‘the 
brusque way she would deal with souls. 
But it could be said in her favor that 
it was the holy boldness of a soul on 
fire for Christ. In order to reach as 
many people as possible in the shortest 
time she would sometimes drop into a 
running gait. Once when she arrived at 
a mission station, after such a soul-sav- 
ing trip, the missionary asked her, “Have 
you walked all these twelve miles?” 

“Oh, no,” answered Malla. “I have been 
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Malla Moe reading the Bible with the queen mother of Swaziland, South Africa, whom 
she led to the Lord as a young woman. 


’ 
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running part of the way, and I have had 
the joy of leading sixteen souls to 
Christ.” 

Malla Moe never ceased her mission- 
ary work on her three trips to America. 
Once upon arrival in New York from 
Africa she called a Brooklyn pastor on 
the phone, saying: “I am at the Ameri- 
can Bible Society. I have promised the 
captain and officers, and the crew, a 
Bible each. I need your help to carry 
the Bibles to the ship. Come right 
away!” When they came to the Dietsar 
Malla went to the captain, who sum- 
moned the officers, with the crew, on 
deck. With a personal testimony to each 
of them, she handed every sailor his 
Bible. 

While on furlough she was very suc- 
cessful in recruiting new mission#ries 
for the foreign field. The writer of these 
lines will never forget that day in San 
Francisco when, as he was walking with 
her along the street, they passed a mis- 
sion hall. Malla said, “Let us go in here 
and pray.” While they were kneeling 
together she put her hand on the young 
pastor’s shoulder, asking the Lord to 
send him to the foreign mission field. 
Less than a year later he was on his way 
to South America as missionary. 

The last period of Malla Moe’s service 
in Africa lasted thirty-one years. But 
though her physical strength abated 
toward the end of that period, and her 
hearing and sight were impaired, her 
spirit never became numbed nor her 
mind senile. In her eighty-seventh year 
she supervised the construction of one 
of the largest native churches in Swazi- 
land, which was destined to become a 
center for the annual conventions of 
her Evangelical Alliance Mission field in 
that country. On the day of inauguration 
eight young people gave;themselves to 
the Lord’s service, six workers were or- 
dained to the evangelism ministry, and 
two heathen chiefs were saved. 

At a missionary wedding in Africa, 
Malla Moe gave a message, and, seeing 
the candles on the table, she found a 
proper illustration for her thoughts as 
she said, “They shine till they burn out.” 
This was true of Malla’s life, too. When 
she, as the world’s oldest active mission- 
ary, celebrated her ninetieth birthday on 
September 12, 1953, her candle had 
burned for Christ more than seventy 
years, sixty of them in Africa. Three 
months before her earthly pilgrimage 
ended she wrote home: “I like the 
prayer of Jesus in Jahn 17, where He 
Says, ‘I. have finished the work which 
thou gavest me to do.’ I have also fin- 
ished my work. I cannot work any more.” 
She felt that her candle was burning 
out. Her ardent desire was to depart 
and be with Christ, who had been her 
Great Light burning within, shining 
through, and consuming her earthly life. 

But, as her physical life ebbed out, 
those near her beheld the reflection of 
a heavenly glory. As the Rev, C. A. 

(Continued on page 428) 
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Who occupies it, and the elders and living creatures who surround it 


e By EDGAR AINSLIE 


are all ignored by a forbearing and long- 
suffering Creator. But, in this fourth 
chapter of Revelation, its silence has 
ceased and it is bursting out in terrible 
fury upon an apostate Christendom and 
a Christ-rejecting world. It is silent 
today because Christ Jesus of Calvary 
sits upon it. At His ascension, He 
turned it from a throne of judgment to 
a throne of grace. In this chapter Jesus 
is absent from that throne, and in the 
next chapter we see Him standing. He 
has risen from His Father’s throne and 
His coronation is now about to take 
place. This is to place Him on His own 
glorious throne on earth. 


But this awful heavenly throne has an 
occupant. It is the sovereign ruler of 
this universe. He cannot be described 
as to His person, no one could describe 
to us His face and being. He is inde- 
scribable as such. He can only be de- 
scribed in symbolic language. Two 
beautiful stones are used in this descrip- 
Jasper is noted for its brilliant 
light, its crystal glory tells out the glory 
of God as to His nature, for God is light 
(1 John 1:5). 


The sardine or sardius stone tells out 
the glory of God in redemption. It is 
a reddish stone. In redemption God’s 
greatest glories shine. Its glorious rays 
reach us through the red blood of Cal- 
vary, shining through the redemptive 
work of God’s own dear Son. We know 
God more by the Redeemer’s blood than 
by any other means, both in time and 
in eternity. 


A rainbow is seen gncircling the 
When we see a rainbow on 
earth, only half a circle is seen, but in 
this one a perfect circle meets the eye. 
In Genesis, the rainbow was seen aftér 
the storm, here it is seen before the 
storm. This mighty and glorious arch 
of mercy surrounds the glorious throne. 
The rainbow is the pledge of covenant 
mercy, a holy God has promised to spare 
the world again of a Flood, so this rain- 
bow surrounds His throne, and, in the 
approaching doom and judgment of our 
race, in wrath He will remember mercy. 
Though the fires of wrath will burn 
brightly, yet there will be a tempering of 
these sore tragedies by the mercy and 
covenant of a merciful yet thrice holy 


The color of the heavenly rainbow is 
like that of an emerald. It is not red, 
the fiery color so harmful to the human 
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to X. The Throne Set in Heaven , 
yn- 
ca. 
om 
on 
a HE sovereignty of God is one of the 
. most forgotten truths of the Bible. 
Because men have forgotten it, human 
ht history has been filled with wars of 
or bloodshed and tears. The Book of the 
“i Revelation is a solemn reminder of the 
on important truth that on Heaven’s throne 
ch sits an occupant who is still and always 
xis , will be the sovereign ruler of His own 
universe. As such He permits no devil, 
C- demon, angel, power, dictator, monarch, 
es , emperor, or any other usurper to wrench 
se from His grasp the scepter of omnipo- 
an tence. He wields it today and will do 
th so in the future as He has done in the 
is- past. He will, when occasion demands, 
re smite with that scepter, whether it be 
ng in. grace or judgment, any nation or 
1g person that ignores His absolute sov- 
to ereignty. ° ’ 
d. He will yet deal with Christendom as He 
Ly has dealt with any crisis that arose in 
past ages. This is the great theme of 
ce Revelation. 
ut In chapter 4 of Revelation, grace will _ tion. 
ad have left this earth. Mercy despised 
er will have flown away. Mercy will plead 
er no more. Grace will no longer beseech 
or fallen men. God is seen ag&in in the 
ar act of rising in righteous indignation. 
Le The rod of justice is again in His hands, 
i- and woe to the inhabitants of the world. 
a He is about to clear the way to the 
of earthly throne that Christ Jesus, earth’s 
n rejected King, @should have received on 
n His first advent. As sovereign ruler of 
0 this universe God is about to begin 
sweeping away every opposing adver- 
d sary, demon, dragon, system, power, 
throne, empire, beast, antichrist—every- theene, 
a, , thing that hinders the ascent of His : 
g chosen King to His own glorious throne 
a (Matt. 25:31). 
is The Church will have been raptured. 
a It will have left this earthly scene. The 
n Church must be removed to Glory be- 
- fore God can act in these awful calami- 
n ties. He will quietly remove His Church 
d to her destined Home, where for over 
y nineteen centuries the hand of our Lord 
e has been busy preparing the Home of 
e His bride. If the amount of time con- 
e sumed should mean anything then, what 
e a glorious place this must be! Creation 
a required six days; the ark of,Noah, 120 
- years; Solomori’s Temple, seven years. 
4 After the Church has passed through oq 
4 the opened door of Heaven and our 
t heavenly Bridegroom has called His 
P blood-bought bride to her eternal home, 
4 then the throne of God will be revealed. 


In this age of sovereign grace it is silent, 
so silent that hearts often cry out for 
that silence to be broken. The cavils 
of the blatant blasphemer whe challenges 
that throne to -break its dread silence 
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eye, but the restful color of green. God’s 
eye will rest upon this bow, hovering 
above the clouds of wrath, a type of the 
cross of our Saviour, and He will re- 
member again that on earth His precious 
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Son bled to redeem this world for Him- 
self. 

Around that throne are four-and- 
twenty thrones, they are the thrones of 
kings and priests unto God. John calls 
the occupants of these thrones “elders.” 
They are enthroned as kings, crowned 
as kings. The richest gold bought for 
them by Him who wore the crown of 
thorns, rests upon their brows—gold that 
will never tarnish or lose its luster 
throughout eternity. 

Whom do they represent? They doubt- 
less represent the redeemed of all ages. 
When our Lord descends jo the regions 
of the air at His second coming, all the 
saints, Old Testament saints and New 
Testament saints, will caught up to 
be with Him. The number pere is sym- 
bolic. Twelve patriarchs of the Old 
Testament times, twelve apostles of the 
New, representing the millions of those 
who have died in faith, and who are 
Christ’s at His coming (1 Cor, 15:23). 

They are before His throne, at home 
in His presence, never to go out again, 
but happy and rejoicing in His presence. 
They are clothed, clothed in the right- 
eousness of Christ. They are rewarded, 
and golden harps fill their hands. Mel- 
ody in worship is now to be heard far 
above where tears are all unknown. 
These golden harps will be making mel- 
ody to God and His Christ throughout 
all eternity. 

As John looks upon this heavenly 
throne, it becomes the storm center of 
the universe. It, bursts out in violent 
action, greater by far than Sinai. It 
breaks the silence of Heaven and earth. 
God now as the moral governor of His 
own universe begins to assert Himself 
and take unto Himself His power to 
judge. Holiness, for ages outraged, now 
is about to act. 

The Holy Spirit also is seen in 
Heaven. In the Church, He.is viewed 
in unity (Eph. 4:4) as one Spirit. In 
Heaven, when the sovereignty of God 
is in view, He is spoken of as “lamps 
of fire.” Fire is used many times in 
symbol of the blessed Holy Spirit. Seven 
being the number of perfection, He is 
viewed in the perfect testimony to the 
purposes of Almighty God. The seven 
lampstands of Asia have by this time 
absolutely failed to bear the testimony 
the risen Lord had assigned to them and 
are now extinguished. at remains 
of them after the Lord’s second coming 
have turned away from all that is known 
as Christianity and are now to become 
the nucleus of the Scarlet Woman. 
Philadelphia representing the true 
Church has been removed to Glory and 
is not destined to pass through the hor- 
rors of the Great Tribulation that now 
is to try the earth (Rev, 3:10). 

The calling of the bride being ended, 
the great and unseen Eliezer (typified in 
Gen. 24) has safely brought the loved 
bride of our heavenly Isaac home to 
the Bridegroom. While here on earth He 
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had patiently revealed the Father and 
the Son. 

As the custodian of the unsearchable 
riches of Christ, He had bestowed their 
earnest of the purchased possession upon 
her. He has sought her, found her, won 
her, detached her, and becoming her 
guardian Guide and Blesser, now has 
the bride of Christ in the chambers of 
His own sweet presence. Loosed from 
her earthly ties, detached from earthly 
scenes, her eyes now feast upon that 
blessed and lovely face of Christ Jesus. 
Gold upon her person, jewels so rare, 
glory before her—but all forgotten as 
she gazes on her Lover’s face. At Pente- 
cost the Holy Spirit appears as tongues 
of fire, in Hgaven as lamps of fire. 

There i#@ a sea of glass before that 
august throne. To understand these 
symbols aright, we must go back to Solo- 
mon’s Temple (1 Kings 7:23). The laver 
was made to cleanse the feet and hands 
of the priests of Jehovah. Pure hands 
and pure feet were demanded. Let us 
as God’s priests see that our hands, our 
toil for God, and our feet, or our walk, 
are in purity and holiness. Now in 
Heaven there is no need for the laver. 
We shall be in the likeness of our Lord 
Jesus, spots and stains will be forever 
gone. In the moral likeness of Christ 
we shall forever be free from inbred 
sin, the old flesh shall never trouble us 
again. The sea is crystal. There will 
be in His presence no defilement, we 
shall sin no more. No more need of 
the laver, for we shall be eternally and 
absolutely holy. Christ seen and re- 
flected in every thought and action. 
Peter is there, but he curses no more. 
Thomas is there, but he doubts no more. 
Mary is there, but she weeps no more. 
Paul has no thorn. Every saint of God 
shining forth in sinless perfection. Clean 
every whit. 

The sea is crystal. The waves of 
earthly sorrow cease to roll, the billows 
of earthly care are forever calmed in 
His présence, heartaches and blinding 
grief are things of the past. 

There are four “beasts,” or living 
creatures, in the midst and round about 
that throne. Great is the mystery that 
surrounds these mysterious beings. Many 
have been the views held by expositors 
of the past. Whatever else may be said 
about them, they seem to closely rep- 
resent the cherubim of the Old Testa- 
ment. 

They made their appearance on earth 
immediately after sin ruined our first 
parénts. They were stationed outside 
of the Garden of Eden. There, linked 
to the flaming sword and, maintain- 
ing the claims of the holiness of God, 
they barred access to Paradise, keep- 
ing fallen man from any approach to 
the tree of life, source of immortality 
to the human race. Thus in mercy God 


instituted death for His fallen creatures. 
They are seen again over the mercy 
seat in the holy of holies, made of one 
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solid piece of matchless gold, covering 
the sparkling golden lid of the mercy 
seat and gazing down upon it in holy 
contemplation, protecting any approach 
to the presence of Jehovah. 

The living creatures of Revelation 4 
are seem as perpetually confessing in 
adoration the perfect holiness of God. 
They are not still as were the golden 
cherubim, but know no rest, ceaselessly 
through time and eternity, with holy 
energy and zeal, they declare the glori- 
ous character and holiness of Almighty 
God. As to symbol, the likeness of one 
of these creatures to the lion would 
remind us of Matthew’s Gospel, the 
theme there being the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah, regal and royal as Israel’s 
promised Messiah. The likeness to a 
calf or an ox, would bring us to Mark’s 
Gospel, which speaks of the patient suf- 
fering servant of Jehovah. The face 
of a man suggests Luke’s Gospel, where 
the tenderness of the humanity of Christ 
is brought out. The eagle points to 
John’s Gospel, where the deity of Jesus 
our Lord is emphasized. These creatures 
are an interesting study, and they will 
yield much profit if caution and wisdom 
are exercised apart from speculation. 
They give the signal for heavenly wor- 
ship before the Lamb is crowned (4:10), 
they join in that wonderful acclamation 
when the Lamb receives the scroll (5:8). 
The worship meetings recorded in Reve- 
lation are a source of inspiring study. 


(To be continued) 
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Dr. Thomas Cochrane 
(Continued from second page) 


for confirmation before cabling the news. 
My prayer was answered.” 

The immense significance of this gift 
was soon apparent. A group of high 
officials formed a little committee and a 
subscription book, bound in imperial 
yellow silk, and in which the Empress’ 
«donation was duly inscribed, was widely 
circulated among governors of proy- 
inces and other important officials. 
With the imperial example before theirs 
, eyes, they themselves never refused. 

Then came invitation to an imperial 
audience in the palace to return thanks 
for Her Majesty’s benevolence. 

“As far as I know,” writes Dr, Coch- 
rane, “I am the only missionary who was 
ever granted the privilege of standing 
in front of the Dragon Throne. The 
scene was one of Oriental splendor and 
dignity. The Empress Dowager looked 
every inch a queen,” worthy “of the 
long line stretching back to the begin- 
nings of time—a line of over two hun- 
dred monarchs.” The ladies-in-waiting 
were dressed in robes of such beauty 
as was never rivaled by any other 
nation.” ° 

Union Medical College was finally 
taken over by the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion and became the agency through 











May 15, 1954 ~ 


which great blessing came to China. It 
may be added that Dr. Cochrane trans- 
lated Heath’s “Anatomy’ into Chinese; 
This became, and is still, a standard text, 





Dr. Cochrane was now released for 
other types of work. At a time when 
men usually think of retiring, he re- 


(Continued on page 427) 








Seeing National Parks and 
Alaska in One Tour 


AVE you not often wanted to see 
some of the beautiful and curious 
sights in some of our great national 
parks? There will be good opportunities 
to see several“of them this summer as? 
part of the fifteenth annual Christian 
Fellowship Tour, conducted by Tue 
Sunpay Scuoot Times in collaboration 
with the Northern Pacific Railway. It 
leaves Chicago at 3 p.m., Friday, July 2, 
and returns to the same city at 8 am., 
Wednesday, July 28. Priges of the com- 
plete tour are given in the illustrated 
folder, and these include meals (with 
the exception of ten lunches), berths or 
rooms on the Pullman trains and the 
steamer, tips for regular services, trans- 
fers, hotel rooms, and of course railroad 
and steamer tickets. All travel arrange- 
ments are taken care of by the Railway. 
En rouge to the West Coast the party 
will visit Zion Park, the Grand Canyon 
at the north rim, Bryce Canyon, Cedar 
Breaks National Monument; and Salt 
Lake City; while on the West Coast there 
will be opportunity to see Portland, 
Seattle, Victoria, and Vancouver. The 
delightful steamer trip, tn the quiet In- 
side Passage up to Alaska, gives oppor- 
tunity to spend several hours in such 
towns as Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway, 
and Sitka; and there will be a thrilling 
ride over a narrow-gauge railway from 
Skagway up to beautiful Lake Bennett 
for lunch. This is on the White Pass 
and Yukon Railway, which follows the 
“Trail of 98.” After leaving Skagway, 
the S.S. Chilcotin, which is reserved for 
the party, steams through Glacier Bay, 
where icebergs and glaciers will be seen. 
At Sitka the Sheldon Jackson Church 
and Mission and the National Monu- 
ment, containing some of the world’s 
finest totem poles, will be visited. On 
the return journey through the States, 
an overnight stop will be made at Para- 
dise Inn on the slopes of Mt. Rainier 
in Mt. Rainier National Park. The ac- 
commodations on the Pillmans and the 
steamer are comfortable and the meals 
varied and plentiful. 

The Editor of the Tres and Mrs. 
Howard will accompany the Christian 
Fellowship Tour. An attractive, illus- 
trated, 16-page folder, describing the 
trip, and giving costs per person, may be 
had upon request addressed to the Edi- 
tor, The Sunday School Times Company, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 
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LESSON 9. MAY 30. ELISHA REVEALS SPIRITUAL RESOURCES 
2 Kings 4:8-37, 6:8-23; printed text, 6:8-17 
Golden Text.—if God be for us, who can be against us?—Rom. 8:31 ; 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

2 Kings 6:8 Then the king of Syria warred against Israel, 
and took counsel with his servants, saying, In such and such 
a place shall be my camp. 

9 And the man of God sent unto the king of Israel, saying, 
Beware that thou pass not such a place; for thither the 
Syrians are come down. 

10 And the king of Israel sent to the place which the man 
of God told him and warned him of, and saved himself there, 
not once nor twice. ‘ 

11 Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was sore 
troubled for this thing; and he called his servants, and said 
unto them, Will ye not shew me which of us is for the king 
of Israel? 

12 And one of his servanf$ said, None, my lord, O king: 
but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the king of 
Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber. 


13 And he said, Go and spy where he is, that I may send 
and fetch him. And it was told him, saying, Behold, he is 
in Dothan. 

14 Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, and a 
great host: and they came by night, and compassed the city 
about. 

15 And when the servant of the man of God was risen 
early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the city 
both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto 
him, Alas, my master! how shall we do? . 

16 And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are 
more than they that be with them. 

17 And Elisha prayed, and said, Lorp, I pray thee, open 
his eyes, that he may see. And the Lorp opened the eyes of 
the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was 
full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. 

Lessons based on ‘International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
LISHA was, in many respects, a 
E contrast to his predecessor and 
master, Elijah. Our first meeting 
with Elijah is when he bursts suddenly, 
without introduction, on the scene with 
a proclamation of judgment (1 Kings 
17:1). Our first sight of Elisha is on 
the farm, where he is peacefully plowing 
(1 Kings 19:19). Elijah dwelt apart. 
From his habitation among the hills he 
would sweep down upon king or nation 
with his fiery message, and immediately 
withdraw. Elisha, on the other hand, 
lived with the people, moving in and 
out as a hallowing influence. Elijah 
was the lone prophet (1 Kings 18:22), 
but Elisha sponsored and directed the 
school of the prophets (2 Kings 6:1-7). 
Elijah called down fire from Heaven upon 
the companies sent by the king to ap- 
prehend him (2 Kings 1:10, 12), but Elisha 
would not allow the king to slay help- 
less Syrian bands whom the prophet had 
brought into his hand (2 Kings 6:21, 22). 
Elijah was elusive. .None knew where 
to find him, Elisha, seemed to have regu- 
lar habits, so that his whereabouts was 
known by any@who desired him (2 Kings 
4: 22-25). Would the woman of Shunem 
have been moved to build a prophet’s 
chamber for Elijah? , 
There were, however, some likenesses, 
Both of them were ministered ufito by 
a woman—Elijah by the widow of Zare- 
phath (1 Kings 17:8-16), and Elisha by 
the rich woman of Shunem (2 Kings 4: 
8-10). It is noticeable, however, that 


Elisha was an invited guest, while Elijah 


< < < < 


was self-invited, by the command of the 
Lord. Strangely enough, they wrought 
a like miracle for the women who enter- 
tained them—the raising of their sons 
from the dead (1 Kings 17:.17-24; 2 Kings 
4: 18-37). The similarity between Elijah’s 
miracle of the unfailing meal and oil 
(1 Kings 17:13-16) and Elisha’s miracle 
of the multiplied oil (2 Kings 4:1-7) can- 
not be overlooked. 

Elisha could be stern at times. His 
curse upon the mocking youths of Bethel 
(2 Kings 2:23, 24) and his curse upon his 
avaricious servant, Gehazi (5:20-27), are 
cases in point, showing that, while more 
Socially inclined, and on the whole more 
affable than Elijah, he was still a min- 
ister of the Law, still a man of Sinai. 

Edersheim’s “Elisha the Prophet” is 
an excellent work, written in 1882 and 
published by the Religious Tract Soci- 
ety. (Probably out of print.) 


Verse by Verse 

2 Kings 6:8.—“Then the king of Syria 
., - took counsel .. . saying, In such and 
such a place shall be my camp.” The 
Syrian king was probably Ben-hadad 
II, and'the king of Israel, Joram. This 
was not full-scale war, but raiding. 

Verse 9.—“And, the man of God sent 
... Saying .. . thither the Syrians are 
come down.” Elisha, taught by the Spirit, 
kept Joram informed of the intentions of 
the Syrians, so that he held the initiative, 
deploying his forces so as to frustrate 
the enemy’s plans. 

Verse 10.—“And the king of Israel... . 
saved himself there, not once nor twice.” 
This -unique “intelligence service” was 
certainly a boon to the king of Israel 
in the-guerrilla fighting. 





Verse 11.—“. . . the king of Syria... 
said... Will ye not shew me which of 
us is for the king of Israel?” Such check- 
mating must have been frustrating and 
costly to Ben-hadad, and he suspected 
a leak at high level. So he inaugurated 
an inquiry among his top officers, 

Verse 12.—“. .. None... but Elisha 
... telleth the king of Israel the words 
that thou speakest in thy bedchamber.” 
One of his chief councilors had knowledge 
of the Prophet Elisha. Whether he had 
information concerning Elisha’s reports 
to Joram, or whether he drew a conclu- 
sion from general acquaintance with the 
powers of Elisha, we cannot tell. 


Verse 13—“Go and spy where he is 
... Behold, he is in Dothan.” Ben-hadad 
may have thought of securing the serv- 
ices of Elisha as Balak sought the serv- 
ices of Balaam, or he may just have de- 
cided to seize him so as to hinder him 
forcibly from conveying information to 
Joram. Dothan was a little north of the 
capital city, Samaria. 

Verse 14.—“Therefore sent he ...a 
great host . . . and compassed the city 
about.” The precautions taken in this 
raid show that Ben-hadad was leaving 
nothing to chance. Elisha was a big 
stake. 

Verse 15.—“And his servant said... 
Alas, my master! how shall we do?” This 
must have been a new servant, since 
Gehazi had been dismissed. The sight 
of the besieging army threw him into a 
panic. He did not fully know Elisha, 
whose name meant, “God is salvation.” 

Verse 16.—“Fear not: for they that be 
with us are more than they that be with 
them.” The “more” may be invisible, 
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but they are none the less real for that. 
Compare 1 John: 4:4, 

Verse 17.—“And Elisha prayed , .. open 
his eyes .. . and, behold, the mountain 
was full of horses and chariots of fire 
round about Elisha.” They were the 
eyes of the spirit that the young man 
needed to have opened, and when they 
were opened, he saw what Elisha saw all 
the time—the hosts of the Lord. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

For all the backsliding of the northern 
tribes of Israel, they were still the Lord’s 
people. The time had not come when 
God pronounced their disease beyond 
remedy and gave them up. Till that 
time, He might chasten them sorely, 
but He would stand up for their help. 
Judgments and mercies mingled to woo 
them back to the God of their fathers. 

So, when the Syrians were raiding 
Israel, doubtless seeking to find a soft 
spot in preparation for a full-scale at- 
tack, God came to their help, through 
His prophet Elisha, ‘whose very name 
was‘a constant reminder to them that 
their salvation was in God. 

There is no more important section 
of an army than its intelligence depart- 
ment. In this case, one man constituted 
the intelligence branch of Joram’s army. 
No elaborate, costly, perilous spying or- 
ganization was required. Elisha was in 
touch with God, who communicated to 
him the secret purposes of Ben-hadad, 
king of Syria. While Ben-hadad was 
still pondering the next strategy in his 
bedchamber, before he ever divulged it 
to his commanders, Elisha had passed 
on the information to Joram. So Elisha, 
the man-of God, was more useful to 
Joram than ten thousand men. I do not 
wonder at Mary, Queen of Scots’ state- 
ment that she was more afraid of John 
Knox’s prayers than of ten thousand Eng- 
lish soldiers. If only she had accepted 
his ministry, she would have had no 
need to fear either his prayers or the 
English army. 

Ben-hadad decided to capture this 
master-informer. Perhaps he thought he 
might induce Elisha to serve him instead 
of the king of Israel. At any rate, from 
a Syrian prison he would not be able 
to communicate the movements of the 
Syrian army to Israel. But Ben-hadad 
did not reckon on Elisha’s private army, 
unseen but tremendously real, nor on 
the tactical powers of the man of God. 
How puny Ben-hadad’s “great host” 
seems in face of the “horses and chariots 
of fire” that filled the mountain round 
about Elisha! How foolish his schemes 
against a man who could tap the re- 
sources of Heaven! , 

The resources of Heaven are at the dis- 
posal of all the children of God. But 
they are of little value to those who 
have no realization of them. The 
prophet’s calm is in striking contrast’ to 


his servant’s panic. Is it not true that ~ 


most of us live in the realm of the seen, 
the visible? We see only the earthly 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


8 (5) May 23.—Micaiah Withstands 
False Prophets’ .......... 1 Kings 22:1-40 


Next Week’s Lesson 


10. (7) June 6.—Amos Condemns Social 
Injustice. 2 Kings 14:23-29; Amos 7 and 8 








situation, and our hopes and fears fluc- 
tuate accordingly. If only the inner eyes 
were opened, so that we could see God’s 
provision for every earthly situation, 
what new strength and poise would pos- 
sess us! That is faith. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. A prophet’s “intelligence” (2 Kings 
6: 8-12) 

2. A prophet’s defense (vs. 13-17) 

3. A prophet’s maneuver (vs. 18-20) 

4. A prophet’s strategy (vs, 21-23) 


Topics for Development 

The Miracles of Elisha. Miracle was 
at a high peak in the ministries of Elijah 
and Elisha, but, so far as numbers are 
concerned, Elisha exceeded. Here is the 
list of his miracles: 

1. The smiting of the waters of Jordan 
(2 Kings’ 2:14) 

The healing of the water (vs, 19-22) 
The miraculous supply of water 
(3: 16-20) 

e increase of the oil (4:1-7) 
The raising’ of the Shunammite’s 
son (vs. 32-37) 

. Making poisoned food wholesome 

(vs. 38-41) 

7. Multiplication of food (vs. 42-44) 
8. The cleansing of Naaman (5: 1-14) 
9. The curse of Gehazi (vs. 20-27) 

10. The axhead floating (6:1-7) 

11. Syrian army smitten with and 

cured of blindness (vs. 18-20) 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT was Elisha’s occupation be- 
fore he was called to the prophetic 
office? 

2. What picturesque expression is used 
to describe Elisha as Elijah’s servant? 

3. What did Elisha mean when he re- 
quested a “double portion” of Elijah’s 
spirit? 

4. How did Elijah and Elisha differ 
socially? 

5.._In how many of Elisha’s miracles 
did water feature? 

6. What miracles of Efisha were similar 
to those of Elijah? 

7. What are the names of the kings 
that figure in our lesson? 

8. How did the king of Syria end his 
days? 

9. How did the king of Israel end his 
days? : 

10. What town did the Syrians besiege 
in an attempt to capture Elisha? 


(Answers on page 425) . 
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. Some have attributed Elisha’s over- 
plus of miracles to the fact that he re- 
ceived a “double. portion” of Elijah’s 
spirit (2 Kings 2:9, 10). I hesitate to 
accept this explanation. The term 
“double portion of thy spirit” does not 
mean twice as much of the Spirit as 
Elijah had. A “double portion” was the 
lot of the firstborn. Elisha wanted to 
be as Elijah’s firstborn, with his inheri- 
tance not in material things, but in the 
realm of the Spirit. It was a great and 
noble request, and it was granted. Then 
again, the Holy Spirit (for I take it that 
the Holy Spirit is here in view) cannot 
be reduced to mathematics. Neither 
number of miracles nor number of con- 
verts is a final criterion of the measure 
of the Spirit resting on a man. The ulti- 
mate test is character and the fulfill- 
ment of the will of God. Elijah, even 
with his fewer miracles, is still the great 
representative of the prophetic office, 
along with Moses, who also represents 
the Law (Matt. 17:3). 

Does God Help the Wicked? Joram, 
the king of Israel, was no saint. True, 
he “put away the image of Baal that 
his father had made” (2 Kings 3:2), 
but he did not banish Baal-worship from 
the nation (10:18-28), and he followed 
the sin of Jeroboam (3:3). Neverthe- 
less God wonderfully helped him, par- 
ticularly through the ministry of Elisha 
the prophet. In our lesson we find the 
faithless king being helped against the 
Syrians, and immediately after we have 
the record of his capital, Samaria, being 
delivered from a full-scale siege. It is 
certain that this did not indicate God’s 
pleasure in the wicked king. It was the 


_period of God’s long-suffering, when 


God’s goodness called to repentance..But 
when loving-kindnesses only confirmed 
the king in his iniquity, nothing remained 
but judgment, and the curse passed on 
the house of Ahab fell with full weight 
upon Joram at the hands of his own 
servant Jehu (9:22-26), 


Practical Applications 

The Holy Spirit does not reduce oyr 
individuality to a dead sameness, but 
sanctifies and ennobles it. Spirit-filled 
Elijah was still Elijah;_ Spirit-filled 
Elisha was still Elisha; and Spirit-filled 
you will be still you. 

One man with his ear to the Throne 
is worth more than ten thousand men 
with their ears to the groind. 

When the Lord of hosts is with you, 
so are the hosts of the Lord, and you 
need not fear the hosts of men. 

If your eyes are on circumstances, 
your heart will be in a panic; if your eyes 
are upon God, your heart will be at rest. 

Mathematics may be an exact science, 
but it*is not an exact measure of the 
Holy Spirit. 


Golden Text 


Romans 8:31.—“If God be for us, who 
can be against us?” But how can we 


‘be sure that, God is for ys? See’2 Chron- 
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icles 15:2. Abraham Lincoln wisely de- 
clared that’ his big concern was to knew 
that he was on the Lord’s side. That 
is a sure guarantee of having the Lord 
on our side. 
ELMuurstT, ILL. 
od 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HyMNS 
“Unto the Hills Around” 
“Be Not Dismayed Whate’er Betide” 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Gracious 
Father, we acknowledge Thy loving care, 
provision, and protection granted to us 
so constantly and so kindly. We have 


not deserved Thy merciful goodness, but’ 


we rejoice that Thou art gracious to the 
undeserving. May Thy love constrain us 
to love and serve Thee as being worthy 
of our best. Go with us along life’s road 
to guide and keep us through this new 


- week. Bless us by Thy Word now, and 


may we be more courageous to do the 
right and to glorify Thee in thought, 
word, and deed. Send the light of the 
Gospel to the dark places of the earth, 
we pray, and bless the missionaries we 
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support and all who toil to rescue the 
perishing. Bless those who care for the 
sick, and grant Thy help and consolation 
to all sufferers. Send revival to Thy 
church and make righteousness to flourish 


in every -place. Forgive our sins and 
free us from every evil thought and way 
for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—As you read the 
story of Elisha protected by horses and 
chariots of fire, did it seem remote and 
unreal? Did you think, “Such things 
don’t happen now?” Don’t be too sure 
about that. The New Testament says 
about the angels that they are “minis- 
tering spirits, sent forth to minister for 
them who shall be heirs of salvation.” 
And the Old Testament says, “The angel 
of the Lord encampeth round about them 
that fear him, and delivereth them.” Not 
often are God’s angels seen by us, but 
they are invisibly present to guard His 
faithful people. Occasionally they allow 
themselves to .be seen, and in our own 
times this has taken place. 

Olga Kristensen, a Norwegian woman 
who served forty years as a. missionary 
in China, had a remarkable experience 
of angelic care in the perilous days of 
China’s civil war. At a time when she 


WITH SUCH A BODYGUARD, WHY FEAR? 
LXE 

“FEAR NOT: for they that be WITH us" 

are more more than they? that be with them.” C38) ( 
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had about seventy refugees in the mis- 
sion station, bandits came to the town 
one night and the refugees were very 
frightened. The missionary found peace 
in the words, “When thou liest down, 
thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou shalt 
lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet. 
Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither 
of the desolation of the wicked, when it 
cometh.” She gave this promise to the 
frightened Chinese, and through the 
night everyone slept well. Next morning 
there were dead Chinese outside the 
compound, slain in the fighting and mur- 
der of the night, but no one had even 
knocked at the door of the mission. 
Three days later some Chinese came 
and took a careful look around. Then 
they asked, “What were those shining 
figures stationed on the roof of the 





YOUR f*ARE IS 
GOD’S WONCERN , 
WHEN HIS “*AUSE 
IS YOUR ONCERN 











church and by the wall at night?” An- 
other day a Chinese resident of the city 
asked, “Where have you got the tall man 
in white who stands on watch by the 
door every day? He has a big gleaming 
sword.” Many had seen him, he said. 
From these questioners the missionary 
learned that, unseen by those inside, 
angels had guarded them in those peril- 
ous days as truly as they guarded Elisha 
long ago. 

Guardian angels are real, and we may 
have their care, if, like Elisha, we put 
God first in everything. 

Caeary, ALTA., CAN, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Beware that thou pass not such a 
place” (2 Kings 6:9).—The king of Syria 
may have been a master of strategy; and 
he evidently believed that “in the multi- 
tude of counsellors there is safety,” for 
“he took counsel with his servants,” but 
it did not profit him anything in his war 
against Israel. 

No matter where he decided to pitch 
camp, he failed to surprise the army of 
Israel. The Prophet Elisha would warn 
the king of Israel to remain away from 
that particular place. Jehoram heeded 
Elisha’s word, and as a consequence, 
saved himself several times from defeat. 

We have a very subtle foe in Satan. 
He is far more dangerous toward us 
than ever Ben-hadad was toward Je- 
Koram. We are by no means a match 
for_him. But our God -~has foreknowl- 
edge; He knows all Satan’s moves in ad- 
vance; and warns us against him and his 
strategy. Our success depends on our 
obedience to His Word. Acting on His 
counsel, we save our testimony for Him 
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“not once nor twice,” but continuously. 

With foes and snares around us, 

And lusts and fears within, 
The grace that sought and found us, 
Alone can keep us clean. 

There is a wonderful picture called, 
“The Game of Death,” in which a young 
man is represented as playing chess with 
Satan. The Devil has apparently won 
the game, by the position of the chess- 
men. A.noted chess player once went 
to see the picture, and after looking at 
it, he said, “I can save that fellow!” He 
then explained how the chessmen should 
be moved to save the game. That is 
what the Lord has done for us in the 
matter of salvation. He has, in one 
move, eternally checkmated death and 
the Devil, and snatched the prey from 
the mighty. Now He lives to care for us. 

When Satan makes use of wicked men 
and women in his schemes, we should 
be able to say with the Psalmist: “Con- 
cerning the works of men, by the word 
of thy lips I have kept me from the 
paths of the destroyer” (Psa. 17:4). Neg- 
lect of the Word spells defeat in the 
Christian life. 


“Elisha .. . telleth the king of Israel 
the words that thou speakest in thy bed- 
chamber” (2 Kings 6:12).—Ben-hadad 
feared there was a spy in his war coun- 
cil who was communicating top military 
secrets to his enemy. When he called 
for a royal investigation, he was in- 
formed of just what was happening. It 
was not Israel’s intelligence corps, men- 
tal telepathy, radar, nor electronics that 
was responsible for the exposures. God 
who knows our thoughts revealed Ben- 
hadad’s decisions to His representative, 
Elisha, and Elisha relayed them to King 
Jehoram, | 

Thep and there Ben-hadad should have 
realized that he was fighting against an 
invisible, supernatural Being; and that 
all his efforts were foredoomed to fail. 
It is madness to fight knowingly against 
God, and expect to win. 

The following ‘incident is vouched for 
by a Church of England clergyman who 
knew all the circumstances. 

A young woman who’ had been reared 
_ in a Christian home and who had often 

had serious convictions regarding the 
importance of coming to Christ chose in- 
stead the way of the world. Much 
against the wishes of her godly mother, 
she insisted on keeping compariy with 
a wild, hilarious crowd. Again and again 
she was pleaded with to turn to Christ, 
but she insistently refused to do so. 


Finally, she was taken seriously ill. | 


In spite of all that medical science could 
do for her, death was staring her in the 
face. Still she was hard and obdurate 
in her fight against the Lord. One night 
she awoke suddenly out-of a sound sleep, 
a frightened look in her eyes, and asked 
excitedly, “Mother, what is Ezekiel 7, 
verses 8 and 9?” She explained that 


she had had a. most vivid dream. She 
thought there was a Presence in the 
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room, who very solemnly said to her, 
“Read Ezekiel 7:8, 9.” 

Not recalling the passage, the mother 
reached for a Bible. As she opened it, 
her heart sank as she saw the words. 
But she read them aloud:to the dying 
girl: 

“Now will I shortly pour out my fury 
upon thee, and accomplish mine anger 
upon thee: and I will judge thee accord- 
ing to thy ways, and will recompense 
thee for all thine abominations. And 
mine eye shall not spare, neither will 
I have pity: I will recompense thee ac- 
cording to thy ways and thine abomina- 
tions that are in the midst of thee; and 
ye shall know that I am the Lord that 
smiteth.” 

The sufferer, with a look of horror on 
her face, sank back on the pillow, utterly 
exhausted, and in a few moments was 
in eternity! . 

“. .. the mountain was full of horses 
and chariots of fire round about Elisha” (2 
Kings 6:17) —Frustrated Ben-hadad was 
determined to seize Elisha, who stood 
between him and victory. He sent a 
great host after him.’ He evidently re- 
alized that one man, if God is with him, 
is stronger than a great host without 
God. 

All Christians can say, “If God be for 
us, who can be against us?” The Syrian 
host came by night and surrounded 
Dothan. When Elisha’s servant stepped 
out of the house in the morning and saw 
that army, he cried out, “Alas, my mas- 
ter! how shall we do?” Elisha, looking 
up, saw the mountain full of horses and 
chariots of fire, and calmly said, “Fear 
not: for they that be-with us are more 
than they that be with them.” , 

When tempted to despair by the sight 
of innumerable foes, let us look up and 
remember that in addition to having the 
Holy Spirit within, the hosts of Heaven 
still move in chariots of fire, on what 
to sight looks like a desolate mountain! 


Wawona, CALIF. 
V4 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, television may seem to 
be very modern, but as early as 2,800 
years ago the Prophet Elisha at Dothan 
saw the king of Syria many miles away 
mapping his campaign against Israel, of 
which Elisha apprised the king of Israel 
and saved him and his army from being 
ambushed. 

Later, “Elisha sat in his house, and 
the elders sat with him; and the king 
sent a man from before’ him: but ere 
the messenger came to him, he said to 
the elders, See ye how this son of a 


murderer hath sent to take away mine | 


head? look, when the messenger cometh, 
shut the door, and hold him fast at the 
door: is not the sound of his master’s 
feet behind him?” And they pinioned 
that butcher right on the threshold. 
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There was television to a purpose; and 

“even more wonderful, Elisha’s “set” re- 
vealed not only present distant views, 
but also looked into the future. We can 
see today’s baseball game being played 
a thousand miles away and hear the 
crack of the bat—and that is very won- 
derful—but we cannot see tomorrow’s 
game today! 

Elisha could see future events. Sa- 
maria had been under an airtight siege 
for many days completely surrounded by 
the Syrian hosts, until the supply of 
food in the city was so completely ex- 
hausted that mothers actually boiled and 
ate their babies. Yet, in this situation 
which seemed utterly hopeless Elisha 
announced: “Thus saith the Lord, To 
morrow about this time shall a measure 
of fine flour be sold for a shekel, and 
two measures of barley for a shekel, in 
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the gate of Samaria. Then a lord on 
whose hand the king leaned answered 
the man of God, and said, Behold, if the 
‘Lord would make windows in heaven, 
might this thing be?” And Elisha an- 
swered, “Behold, thou shalt see it with 
thine eyes.” And he did see it; for the 
Syrian army vanished in the night, leav- 
ing a wealth of food supply at the gate 
of Samaria. 

Fellows, we do well to study the words 
and the movements and the faith of these 
old prophets, and they will deliver to 
us the magic key to power; for the power 
of God is just the same today and just 
as available to His trusting servants as 
it was in Elisha’s day. 

And do we fellows need it? I'll say 
we do. We.need it to make our lives 
count; we need it to help us choose our 
course, to enable us to live up to the 
expectations of parents and friends who 
believe in us: we need it to resist temp- 
tation “and the sin which doth so easily 
beset us”; we ‘need it to show us God’s 
plan for our lives and to give us the 
wisdom, the patience, the strength to 
build by His blueprint. 

And, oh, yes, we need it even in our 
sport. Let me tell you about a young fel- 
low I know personally. He plays tennis, 
and he plays it well, but his friends 
thought he stuck his neck out when he 
“unwisely” . entered a tournament in 
which a professional with a long string 
of victories was listed as a contestant. 
But this amateur slammed his way right 
down to the finals and was matched with 
the professional for the last event. To 
the amazement of all, he won the match 
and was awarded the tournament trophy. 

That night at supper his father said, 
“Son, how did you do it?” The boy is 
a modest fellow, and he looked rather 
sheepish as he replied, “Well, Dad, I 
guess I took an advantage of him; I 
prayed.” 

WEAVERVLLLE, N. C, 


“  My-Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
Way E visna Hap Courace 


HAT three men have we read about 
lately who had courage enough to 
withstand wicked King Ahab? (Naboth, 
Elijah, arfd Micaiah.) Today we are go- 


ing to read about Elijah’s successor, 


Elisha. 

Last week we learried that King Ahab 
was killed by an arrow shot by an un- 
known Syrian soldier. After his death, 
his son Ahaziah reigned two years. 
Ahaziah had a serious fall, so sent a 
messenger to the temple of Baal in the 
land of the Philistines to pray for his 
recovery. God sent Elijah to meet that 
messenger to tell him that Ahaziah 
would die, because he had asked Help 
from Baal instead of from the living God 
of Israel... - 
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When ‘Ahaziah died, his brother Je- 
horam became king. Read what God 
says of him in 2 Kings 3:1-3. Only one 
good thing is recorded of him. What 
was it? (He put away the image of 
Baal which his father had made.) Per- 
haps he had been impressed by Elijah’s 
message to his brother Ahaziah, followed 
by Ahaziah’s death. 

Shortly after this, God took the 
Prophet Elijah to Heaven in a chariot 
of fire, and Elisha was left to carry on 
his testimony for the Lord, Elisha’s life 
was conspicuous for miracles. He had 
asked for a double portion of Elijah’s 
spirit, and his prayer was answered. As 
soon as the older prophet was gone, 
Elisha used the mantle which dropped 
from Elijah’s heavenly chariot, to divide 
the Jordan River so that he could. cross 
over. Another day Elisha put salt into 
a spring at Jericho, making it good so 
that the land around there was no longer 
barren. 

The country of Moab, inhabited by 
some of Lot’s descendants, had been pay- 
ing annual tribute to Israel, but now 
they decided to quit. So King Jehoram 
asked Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, and 
the king of Edom to help him subdue 
them. The Edomites were descendants 
of Esau. Read 2 Kings 3:9-14. Elisha’s 
fearless words remind us of the words 
Elijah used to speak to King Ahab. Je- 
horam, son of Ahab, was Elisha’s king 
and could have ordered his death 
just as his father before him could 
have ordered the death of Elijah, if 
God had permitted. Yet Elisha tells 
him that if it were not for the pres- 
ence of God-fearing Jehoshaphat, he 
would pay no attention to his request 
for advice. 

God restrained Jehoram from kill- 
ing Elisha. Read verses 16-27. God had 
sent fire miraculously in answer to Eli- 
jah’s prayer. This time He sends water 
miraculously to supply the need of the 
thirsty soldiers and their animals. This 
water was also used to defeat the Moab- 
ites. They knew there had been no 
water in the ditches the night before. 
In the early morning it looked to them 
like blood, so they thought that the 
armies of Israel, Judah, and Edom had 
fought and killed one another. But 
when they came to the camp of Israel, 
they found out their mistake, and suf- 
fered a terrible defeat. The victory of 
the Israelites was, under God, due to 
Elisha. 

Next we read the miracle of Elisha 
and the widow’s oil, and of his raising 
from the dead the son of the Shunam- 
mite woman. We also learn how he 
made poisoned food good, later of how 
he cured Naaman, the Syrian captain, of 
his leprosy. He even caused a borrowed 
axhead to swim so that the man who 
had been using it could return it to the 
owner. We have all these miracles of 
Elisha before we get to the story printed 
in our quarterlies for today’s lesson. 

@ 
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Once more we have a war. The king 
of Syria has started another war against 
Israel. Read 2 Kings 6:8-10. Here we 
find Elisha telling King Jehoram what to 
do about it, just as Elijah had told King 
Ahab what to do before the contest on 
Mt. Carmel. Elisha learned from God 
each time where the king of Syria was 
going to attack, and then sent word to 
the king of Israel not to pass that place. 
Jehoram sent spies to see if Elisha was 
right and, each time finding that he was, 
saved his army and himself many times 
over. The king of Syria decided that 
there must be a traitor among his coun- 
selors. Read verses 11, 12. First he sent 
spies into Israel to find out where Elisha 
was. They returned to tell him that 
Elisha was in Dothan. Then the king 
of Syria sent horses, chariots, and a host 
of soldiers to surround the city of Dothan 
in the night. Read verses 13, 14. 

The city in which Elisha was sleeping 
Was soon surrounded by’ a host of en- 
emy soldiers, and the Israelite ‘soldiers 
were at this time in the capital city of 
Samaria. Read verse 15.’ No wonder 
Elisha’s servant was alarmed! Knowing 
that the Syrians were after Elisha, he 
felt certain that Dothan’s citizens would 
deliver Elisha into the enemy’s hands to 
save their own lives. 

Read verses 16, 17. Elisha was not 
afraid. He trusted in God and knew that 
he was protected by an angelic host. 
After we read verses 18-23, I want some- 
one to tell in her own words how Elisha 
got rid of these enemy soldiers. (He 
asked the Lord to make them blind. 
Then he went down to them and told 
them to follow him and he would bring 
them to the man they were after. He 
led them to Samaria where they were 
surrounded by the Israelite army. Then 
he asked the Lord to open their eyes. 
When their eyes were opened they saw 
Elisha, the man they were seeking, as 
he had promised, but they also saw the 
whole army of Israel ready to kill them. 
The king asked Elisha if he should kill 
them, Elisha said, “No. Give them some- 
thing to eat and let them go back to 
their own king.” So that is what they 
did.) Very good. 

And did you notice that in this situa- 
tion Elisha was again telling the king 
what to do? It was he who ordered 
the king not to kill the Syrian soldiers, 
but to set food before them. At Elisha’s 
bidding the king made great provisions 
and did just what he had said, 

Elisha’s life was not as spectacular as 
Elijah’s, but he showed the same moral 
courage. He got it from the same place 
as Elijah did. Who can tell us where 
that was? (From faith in God and con- 
sciousness of His presence.) Exactly 
right. Have you and I the courage we 
should have to stand for God? We will 
get all we need, if we trust and obey the 
same living God. 

FERNDALE, WASE. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Why Fear?—If God be for us, who can 

be against us? (Rom. 8:31, Golden Text.) 
God is before me, He will be my guide; 

~ God is behind me, no ill can betide; 
God is beside me to comfort and cheer; 
God is around me, so why should I fear? 

—Author unknown. 

“ —From Holdcraft’s “Cyclopedia of Bible 

Illustrations.” Sent by Mrs. C. D. Rhymes, 

Monticello, Miss. Prize illustration. 


When You Can’t See a Way Out.— 
And his servant said unto him, Alas, my 
master! how shall we do? (2 Kings 6:15.) 
Some years ago an ocean liner was 
wrecked on a dangerous reef on the’ New 
England coast. The coast guard was well 
officefed there." They went to the res- 
cue under the captaincy of an ‘old sea- 
man, but with a few inexperienced 
young men on the crew. One of the 
youngsters turned a white face to the 
captain, and said, “Sir, the wind is off- 
shore; the tide is running out. We can 
go out, but we can never come back.” 
All the captain said was, “Launch the 
ship. We have to go out. We don’t 
have to come back.” Too many Chris- 
_tians fail in life because, like Elisha’s 
servant they cannot see a way out. 
Often all we need to do is launch the 
boat and let God do the rest—From Tom 
M. Olson, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. Herman L. Robertson, High 
Point, N. C. 


They That Be With Us.—They that be 
with us are more than they that be 
with them (2 Kings 6:16). Who or what 
are these that “be with us” in the provi- 
dence of God? According to the Scrip- 
tures these vast hosts include, among 
others: Angels (Heb. 1:14), stars (Judges 
5:20), frogs (Exod. 8:2), lice (Exod. 
8:17), flies (Exod. 8:21), hailstones (Psa. 
147:17; Exod. 9:18), locusts (Exod, 10: 
4-6), snowflakes and hoarfrost particles 
(Psa. 147:16), drops of water (Amos 5:8). 
—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


Not Afraid To Die.—Fear not (2 Kings 
6:16). In Paul White’s “Doctor of Tan- 
ganyika”. we read: “One evening a 
hurricane stripped the men’s ward of his 
hospital of two-thirds of its iron roofing. 
When it had been replaced, Dr. White 
went round the hospital to see how the 
patients were getting on. In one ward 
were two Africans, both cripples. One, 
a Masai, could walk about, but the other 
had both legs in plaster of paris. As 
the hurricane tore off the roof the Masai 
jumped screaming beneath his bed, and 
lay there shivering with fright. James, 
the other lad, lay calmly in bed, free 
from panic of any sort. At last he told 
his fear-stricken companion that the 
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peril was over; and when he crept from 
under his bed he excused his fear by 
saying that the wind had screamed like 
a thousand devils. ‘Yes,’ said James, 
‘but I am not afraid of a thousand devils, 
because I know Jesus Christ. I am not 
frightened to die, because I know that 
Jesus is waiting-for me on the other 
side.’ ‘And has that truly taken from 
you the fear of death?’ asked the first 
man. ‘Well,’ replied James, ‘I am not 
under the bed, am I?’”—Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


No Time?—And Elisha prayed (2 Kings 
6:17). 

“No time to pray!” 

"Mid each day’s dangers, what retreat 

More needful than the mercy seat? 

Who need not pray? ... 

What thought more drear 

Than that our God His face should hide, 

And say, through all life’s swelling tide, 

“No time to hear”! 
—From the King’s Business. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Their Supernatural Protectors.—And 
the Lord opened the eyes of the young 
man; and he saw: and, behold, the moun- 
tain was full of horses and chariots of 
fire round about Elisha (2 Kings 6:17). 
It was a tragic night in a Chinese city. 
The bandits had come, and dangers sur- 
rounded the mission compound which 
sheltered some hundreds of women and 
children. On the previous night the 


missionary, Miss Monsen, had been laid . 


low with a very bad attack of malaria, 
and now the tempter harassed her with 
questions such as these: “What will you 
do when the looters come here? When 
firing begins on this compound, what 
about those promises you have been 
trusting?” Miss Monsen turned to the 
great Conqueror of the host of darkness, 
and prayed, “Lord, I have been teaching 
these people all these years that Thy 
promises are true, and if they fail now, 
my mouth shall be forever closed; I must 
go home.” All that next night she was 
up among the frightened refugees, en- 
couraging them to pray and trust God 
to deliver them. Awful things were 
happening all around, but the mission 
compound was untouched! In the morn- 
ing people from three different neigh- 
borhood families asked, “Who were those 
four people, three sitting and one stand- 
ing, quietly watching from the tap of 
your house all night long?” When told 
that no one was on the housetop, they 
refused to believe it, saying,. “We saw 
them with our own eyes!” They were 
told that God still has His angel guard- 
ians to protect His children in their 
hour of need and greatest danger.— 
From “Light and Life” Evangel. Sent by 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa.; and Martin 
M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


The Soldiery of Heaven.—Behold, the 
mountain was full of horses and chariots 
of fire round about Elisha (2 Kings 6:17). 
A Persian colporteur was, accosted by 
one who asked if he had a right to sell 
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Scripture. “Why, yes! We are allowed 
to. sell these books anywhere in the 
country.” The man was puzzled. Then 
he asked, “How is it, then, that you are 
always surrounded by soldiers? Three 


times I have planned to attack you, and. 


each time, seeing the Soldiers, I have 
left you alone. Now I no longer want to 
harm you.” The soldiery of Heaven, 
which Elisha saw, many think were im- 
agined, or legendary. Such supernatural 
protection has often occurred.—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E, Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Friendly Elisha (2 Kings 4:8-10, 32, 33, 36, 37) 


E HAVE learned the names of 

three of God’s prophets in the 
northern kingdom of Israel, (Indicate 
them on the chart.) Tell me who: 1. 
Met King Ahab in Naboth’s vineyard. 
2. Told a queen mother her sick son 
would die. 3. Said he would speak 
only what the Lord told him. 4. 
Proved to King Ahab and the people 
that the Lord was God, and not Baal. 
5. Told Jeroboam he would be king over 
ten tribes. 6. Was put in prison and 
fed with bread and water. 7. Said there 
would be no rain for years. 8. Tore his 
new coat into twelve pieces. 9. Was a 
blind old man. 10. Was fed by birds. 

Next we get acquainted with Elisha. 
There are many stories about him in the 
Bible. I can tell you only a few today. 
(Begin with the call of Farmer Elisha 
and the good-by feast—1 Kings 19: 19-21). 
For many years he was just a servant, 
the one who “poured water on the hands 
of Elijah” (2 Kings 3:11). Then one 
day there was a strange good-by walk 
with Elijah, and Elisha was now God’s 
prophet. (Tell the details of 2 Kings 
2: 8-15.) 

Do you ever have the minister to din- 
ner? One time a good woman, who had 
a big house, had Elisha to dinner, when 
he was going through her town. He 
must have liked it there, because the 
Bible says that every time he went along 
that way, he stopped for dinner, Then 
the lady, seeing what a holy man of God 
he was, wanted to do more for him. ‘ She 
and her husband fixed him a little room 
all his own. Read 2 Kings 4:10, and 
draw a picture of Elisha’s room and its 
furniture. That was good enough furni- 
ture for anybody in those days. But in 
the big house with its good furniture, 
one thing was lacking. Not television! 
See verse 14. Children! Blisha made 
the lady a promise that she would have 
a baby boy next year. She could hardly 
believe it. “Oh, no, sir! Man of God, do 
not: lie to me!” But it came true! 

What a precious darling the little fel- 
low was! Then came a heart-breaking 
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day when the boy was out in the field 
with his daddy and the reapers, and got 
suristroke. “Oh, my head! my head!” he 
cried to his daddy. And one of the men 
carried the sick child to his mother. She 
held him in her lap, cuddling him close 
with many a kiss on his hot forehead. 
But at noon ‘the little fellow died. 

Had God given her this baby to take 
him away from her again and break her 
heart? She carried her dead boy up 
and laid him on Elisha’s bed. She must 
have Elisha! But he was far away. Not 
even telling her husband what the trou- 
ble was, she asked for a donkey to ride 
and a man to go with her to Elisha. And 
off they hurried as fast as the donkey 
could go. It was miles and miles. (Con- 
tinue the story to the raising of the child 
to life again.) 

“Be not forgetful to entertain 
strangers” (Heb. 13:2, Memory Verse). 
Suppose the lady had not bothered to 
entertain the man of God? No baby, no 
child raised to life! None of the joy 
of helping God’s work even by cooking 
food, washing dishes, and dusting furni- 
ture for one of His workers! No chance 
to hear him speak of the things of God! 
And Elisha! He was friendly and help- 
ful, even though he was a “holy man of 
God.” 

Are you friendly and helpful to those 
who may be strangers to you—especially 
new boys and girls at school? and doubly 
especially new boys and girls at Sunday 
school? 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OIS and her minister-daddy and 

mother were taking a long, long trip. 
They traveled day after day in their nice 
green car. When nighttime came Daddy 
had to look for a nice tourist cabin where 
they could sleep comfortably. To Lois 
this was the most exciting part of the 
day. As a matter of fact, many times 
through each day she exclaimed, “I won- 
der where the Lord Jesus is going to 
have us sleep tonight.” 

Sometimes when Daddy had to make a 
number of calls before getting the right 
place, he became very discouraged. But 
to Lois this only added to the excite- 
ment. 

One night her daddy had made many, 
many attempts to get a place to stay, 
and had been unsuccessful. When it 
was quite dark and away past Lois’s bed- 
time, Mother remarked, “Daddy, don’t 
we know someone who lives near here 
who might have a prophet’s chamber?” 

Daddy thought for a little while. 
“Why, yes, we do!” he exclaimed, “the 
Allens are only a couple of miles from 
here. I'll call them. They’ve told me 
many times that they have a prophet’s 
chamber. I wonder why I didn’t think 
6f them before.” So saying, he jumped 
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out of the car and ran to a telephone 
to call his friends. 

“What’s a prophet’s chamber, Mom- 
my?” Lois wanted to know. 

“A prophet’s chamber,’ Lois honey, is 
a room kept especially for servants of 
the Lord. Many people who love the 
Lord a great deal want to do something 
for” Him. They do this by entertaining 
those who serve Him.” 

“But why do they call it a prophet’s 
chamber? And why would we be 
allowed to use a room like that? We 
are not’ prophets.” Lois was full of 
questions, as sleepy as she was. 

“A long, long time ago,” Mother be- 
gan, “Elisha, one of God’s servants, spent 
all of his time traveling from place to 
place doing the work of God. When- 
ever he went through the town of 
Shunem he went to a wealthy woman’s 
home for meals (2 Kings 4:8). One day 
the woman said to her husband, ‘Let us 
make, I pray thee, a little chamber on 
the wall; and let us set for him there 
a bed, and a table, and a seat, and a 
candlestick: and it shall be, when he 
cometh to us, that he shall turn in 
thither’ (v. 10, AS.V.). 

“The Shunammite woman had seen 

that Elisha was different from other peo- 
“ple. How happy she was to know some- 
one who walked with God as Elisha did! 
I am sure that the woman and her hus- 
band felt very honored to have one of 
God’s servants in their home. They 
themselves doubtless felt drawn closer 
to God whenever Elisha was there. 

“But can you imagine how delighted 
Elisha must have felt? Even though he 
was a very special servant of God (for 
he was a prophet), he had no home of 
his own. Wouldn’t it be awful, Lois, 
never, never to have your very own bed 
in your very own home? But that was 
one of the things Elisha had sacrificed 
in order to serve God. 

“It is true that Daddy is not a prophet 
in the sense that Elisha was. But he is 
God’s servant. And God’s servants could 
certainly stay in the Allens’ prophet’s 
chamber if it is all right with them.” 

Just then Daddy hopped back into the 
car. “The Allens’ prophet’s chamber is 
all ready for us!” he exclaimed. “We'll 
be there in five minutes.” 

“Isn’t it wonderful how the Lord Jesus 
always takes care of us?” Mother de- 
clared. “He will certainly bless the 
Allens in some special way for their 
goodness to us. Do you know, Lois, 
what God did for the Shunammite 
woman who preparéd a room for God's 
servant? He gave her something very, 

very special—a baby son! We don’t 
know exactly how He will bless the 
Allens, but we will pray that He will 
do something wonderful for them. Al- 
Ways remember, my dear, that when- 
ever we do something for others because 
of our love for the Lord Jesus, not only 
are they*blessed, but He blesses us, too.” 

When Lois peeked out from under her 
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covers early the next morning, she decided 
that this was the loveliest room she had 
ever slept in. And it was! 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 420) 

1. A farmer (1 Kings 19:19). 

2. “Which poured water on the hands 
of Elijah” (2 Kings 3:11). 
_ 3. The “double portion” was the por- 
tion of the first-born, and Elisha applied 
it to the spiritual realm. 

4. Elijah dwelt apart, but Elisha min- 
gled freely with the people. 


5. Five. See nu rs 1, 2, 3, 8, and 10 
in the list given inf Topics for Develop- 
ment. 


6. The multiplying of the oil (2 Kings 
4: 1-7; cf. 1 Kings 17:13-16), and the rais- 
ing of the son of the Shunammite (2 
Kings 4: 18-37; cf. 1 Kings 17:17-24). 

7. Ben-hadad, king of Syria, and Jo- 
ram (Jehoram), king of Israel. 

8. Slain on his sickbed by Hazael (2 
Kings 8:7-15). 

9. Slain by Jehu in the vineyard of 
Naboth (2 Kings 9: 22-26). 

10. Dothan. 

Ev_muurst, ILL. 


Children at Home 
The Crown of Thorns 


Founded on fect 
By Amelia O. Stott 


IAO ME (Little Apricot) sat in the 

corner of the children’s meeting in 
the Chinese preaching hall listening and 
gazing with breathless attention. No 
need for the missionary teacher to say 
to her, “Don’t talk; don’t fidget.” Little 
Apricot sat as still as the stone Buddha 
image inside the street shrine across the 
Street. 

It all seemed so wonderful to her that 
the kind Lord Jesus loved -her, a poor 
little Chinese orphan. And when the 
foreign lady told them about the crown 
of thorns He wore whén wicked men 
killed Him and hung Him on a cross, 
Little Apricot could not restrain her 
tears. “Most of the other boys and girls 
appeared not to care much, but She just 
wept quietly in her corner. 

The missionary noticed her, and when 
the children left the meeting she laid 
a gentle hand on the little girl’s shoul- 
der: 

“Small Sister, Why do you eat bitter- 
ness?” 

Apricot looked down and said nothing, 
so Mrs. Wong, the motherly old lady who 
helped with the children, came and sat 
down beside her. She lived next door 
to Apricot’s Granny and uncle, and had 
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brought the little girl along to the meet- 
ing. Apricot very soon told her the 
- cause of her tears. 

“It is because the good, kind Jesus had 
to wear that crown of thorns,” she whis- 
pered “I couldn’t bear to think of it. 
My parents always loved and worshiped 
Him, but they are gone now, and I am 
so lonely and sad!” © 

Mrs. Wong knew that Apricot’s granny 
was very much against the Christians, 
and her whole idea was to marry off her 
little granddaughter soon for a “fat” 
marriage fee. She was a very deter; 
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mined, harsh old lady who treated Apri- 
cot with much unkindness, making her 
work harder than a slave girl, and scold- 
ing her all the time. 

On Apricot’s return froni the meeting 
her grandmother called out, “Where 
have you been, you lazy little snake?” 

Apricot was always obedient and 
truthful, so she replied: “Old Lady 
Wong took me along to the Jesus Hall. 
There were many small people there.” 

“I don’t allow you to go there,” shouted 
her grandmother. “It is a bad place. You 
must never go again. Do you hear?” 

“But, Grandmother—” 

“Silence!” shouted the old lady. “I 
have spoken. You must obey me. Your 

















father and mother ‘ate’ the poison doc- - 
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trine of that Jesus religion, and they 
are. dead. I will not have you follow 
their evil way. Go and wash the rice!” 

Apricot hurried away feeling very 
troubled, for she had promised Mrs. 
Wong to go with her on the next Big 
Worship day. 

“Oh, I do want to go!” she thought. 
“I know my dear father and mother 
would wish me to do so, and I want 
to love and follow the God they wor- 
shiped.” 

Apricot was a very determined child, 
so she said to herself: “I must go! Oh, 
I must go! I'll say nothing to Granny, 
but just slip out secretly in the morn- 
ing when she won't notice. I'll manage 
somehow, for I’m sure it isn’t wrong to 
disobey her in this matter. My father 
often said, ‘We must obey and worship 
God at.all costs.’” 

So Apricot managed to slip out at the 
back of the house, unnoticed, and ran 
around to Mrs. Wong’s home. 

“I am glad you have come so early,” 
said the kind old lady. “But you look 
troubled, Apricot, my little one. What 
is the matter?” 

When Apricot told her, Mrs. Wong 
looked very grave. 

“T fear for you, my child. Your grand- 
mother will be very angry with you. 
I think, for your own sake, perhaps you 
must get back quickly before she dis- 
covers you are gone.” 

Apricot, however, could not be per- 
suaded. 

“Jesus wore a crown of thorns for me. 
Shall I not bear some pain for Him? 
Even if I am beaten and punished, the 
good Lord Jesus will help me to bear 
it, because I am not disobeying Him or 
doing wrong.” 

However, when Apricot came back, 
after the service, her grandmother was 
in a terrible rage. 

“You wicked little reptile! How dare 
you defy my will? I told you never 
to go near those evil Jesus people, nor 
that wicked old woman next door. I'll 
teach you to obey me!” and she struck 
the little girl a heavy blow that caused 
her to fall to the ground. 

When the next worship day came 
around, Apricot, not wanting to get Mrs. 
Wong into trouble, stole out and made 
her own way to the little church. 

She came, however, with bare feet, for 
her grandmother had locked all her 
shoes away and even the little white 
cotton socks which all Chinese, girls 
wear. Apricot did not know how to 
bear the shame and ridicule of appearing 
in the street with bare feet, and only 
her determined spirit enabled her to 
walk on bravely and not turn back be- 
fore she reached the little worship hall. 

Mrs. Wong was already there, and she 
at once took the little girl aside and 
washed her muddy feet. 

“Your grandmother will, I fear, be 
dreadfully angry with you for appearin 
in the street without shoes,!my chil 
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Only the lowest slave girls are thus seen, 
and you know she is planning a mar- 
riage for you, I hear, and the family will 
hear of this and likely break off the 
arrangements.” 

Apricot smiled sadly. “I overheard 
that arranged one day in our home, but 
I must obey Jesus, my Saviour Friend, 
no matter what my grandmother will 
do to me now.” 

Apricot, as soon as she returned was 
beaten by her uncle, while her grand- 
mother looked on and directed the cruel 
blows. This time, a great thorn switch 
was used, with thorns so long and heavy 
that they tore the little girl’s tender 
skin. 

It was not until Apricot lay bruised 
and bleeding that at last the cruel blows 
ceased, and the poor little girl could 
just stagger away. She was much too 
sore to lie down that night, and spent 
the long, cold hours standing up, hun- 
gry, miserable, and in much pain. 

Just at dawn she managed to get to her 
friend Mrs. Wong, who was distressed 
at her condition. Tenderly the kind old 
lady washed and bound up her bleeding 
wounds, tears filling her eyes as she 
did so, 

“Apricot, my dear child, you have suf- 
fered much pain. How did you bear it?” 

“Truly, Mother Wong, I just kept re- 
membering the crown of thorns my Sav- 
iour wore for me, and that helped me 
never even to utter a sound. I felt glad 
because I had that beating with thorns 
for His sake.” 

Not very long after, Apricot’s grand- 
mother died, and her uncle was per- 
suaded to let her go to a mission school 
because an earnest Christian family 
asked for the little girl in marriage. 
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Dr. Thomas Cochrane 
(Continued from page 418) 


turned to London to organize machinery 
for world evangelism. This included the 
starting of World Dominion, an intelli- 
gent and interesting review of missionary 
work (“And his dominion shall be from 
Sea to sea”); also the founding of a 
center for evangelism at. Mildmay in 
North London, whence went out evange- 
lists like Lionel Fletcher, Graham Scrog- 
gie, Chalmers Lyon. “More than ecu- 
menical,” was his outlook, comments 
Professor Latourette, “for the Greek 
term out of which ecumenical comes was 
meant to designate only the civilized 
world.” Mildmay became an evangelical 
center in London such as Exeter Hall 
on the Strand was in earlier days, More 
So indeed, for here were conferences, 
correspondence courses, midweek eve- 
ning Bible study, and the beginnings of 
a Bible training school, St. Luke's, 


which, however, had to be suspended in 
the troubled wartime forties. 
Dr. Cochrane’s life was that of a 
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leader. “These outstanding personal- 
ities . . . leave a gap behind!” muses 
Mr. Montague Goodman. “There are 
so mafy persons and so few personalities. 
. - » May God raise up more to help us 
in the difficult days ahead.” Of Dr. 
Cochrane’s passing, Bishop Cash of Wor- 
cester quotes this apposite picture: 

“A ship ... an ebject of beauty and 
strength,” sails until, “like a speck of 
white cloud” she yeaches the horizon. 
Then someone says, “There! She’s gone. 

“Gone where? Gone from my sight— 
that is all. She is just as large in mast 
and hull... and just as able to bear 
her load of living freight to the place 
of her destination. Her diminished size 
is in me, not her, ... There are other 
eyes watching her coming and other 
voices ready to take up the glad shout, 
‘There she comes!’ and that is dying!” 


w 


How Far Forgiveness? 
(Continued from second page) 


cept in the case of that which is morally 
wrong, it is always dangerous for a 
Christian to harden his heart and say 
that he will not do this or that, or that 
he will do so and so; for by this attitude 
he may be resisting God, and this breaks 
his communion with God, and destroys 
his peace of mind and saps his strength. 

If B would like A to come to his home 
again, and A refuses to do it, then it is 
a question whether he has wholly for- 
given him. It is doubtful whether he has 
forgiven him according to the measure 
given by the Lord Jesus when Peter said 
to him, “Lord, how oft shall my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him? till 
seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I 
say not unto thee, Until seven times: 
but, Until seventy times seven” (Mait. 
18:21, 22). Even the arithmetic of this 
illustrates unlimited forgiveness, for sev- 
enty times seven is 490, and it is seldom 
that we are called upon to forgive a 
brother that many times. But undoubt- 
edly the Lord Jesus meant that we 
should always be willing to forgive an- 





God to help me.” 


Still another Hebrew Christi 


“| THANK YOU WITH ALL MY HEART” 


One grateful Hebrew Christian writing from Germany says: “With all my heart I 


thank you for the CARE food packages. In my loneliness and distress it is a con- 
solation to know that our Saviour sends me from faraway lands such dear children of 


y from Palestine writes: “Your generous 





to donors for these gifts.” 





dispatch of seven cartons with food and clothing arrived. 
come to the assistance of many needy friends. Please express our deepfelt gratitude 








relieve distress ani 


— Peltz 


You have enabled me to 


How infinitely grateful we are to those whose sacrificial gifts make possible our min- 
istry of relief and Christian witness to the needy brethren of our 
areas of the world. We plead for your continued help forfHebrew Christian widows 
and little children in Europe and Palestine, the hungry, the lonely, and the despairing 
who look to us to help them in their need. Please send your gift now and help us 
the faith of so many whose daily life is a struggle. 


rd in so many 


$10.00 will pay for a big, nutritious CARE food parcel for a needy family in Europe or in Israel 
$10.00 a month will support a Hebrew Christian orphan in our Children’s Home in Germany 
An up-to-date.News Letter of our work in Europe and Israel will be gladly sent upon request 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary a 


U.S Dept. ST 
, 4919 N. Albany Avenue, ‘Chicago 25, Illinois 


Canada 
91 Bellevue Avenue, Toronto, Ontario 
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other; for every one of us is a sinner, 
and God has forgiven every one of us 
more than 490 times. If someone has 
wronged us, it helps greatly if we turn 
our thoughts to the Lord Jesus, and think 
of how much He suffered for us, and 
how many, many times we have wronged 
Him; and yet He forgives us, and ‘is 
always willing to restore our souls and 
take us back into fellowship with Him- 
self. The sacrifice that He must make 
in doing so is infinitely greater than ours 
can ever be, for He who never sinned 
condescends to cleanse the vilest sinners 
who seek His forgiveness and call them 
into fellowship with Himself, 

It may be quite impossible for A and B 
by their own efforts, to forgive one an- 
other completely and have the fellowship 
they once had. But, as Christians, we 
are exhorted to “put ... on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make not provision for 
the flesh, to fulfil the lust thereof’ (Rom. 
13:14); neither are we to “give place 
to the devil” (Eph. 4:27). Others have 
sinned, so have we. If they have their 
idiosyncrasies and peculiarities, so have 
we. If we recoil from association with 
certain people, think what it must have 
meant to the holy, sinless Son of God 
to see the failings of His disciples, and 
yet continue with them; to understand 
the lowest depths of the wickedness of 
the human heart, and yet be willing to 
forgive His enemies, The Scripture does 
not tell us to forgive one another as we 
think best, or according to our faint, 
human love. Instead, this high standard 
is set before us: “And grieve not the 
holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption. Let 
all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 
clamour, and evil speaking, be put away 
from you, with all malice: ‘and be ye 
kind one to another, tenderhearted, for- 
giving one another, even as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 
4: 30-32). If anyone says that he simply 
cannot do this, let him turn to Romans 
5:5 and read that “the love of God is 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost which is given unto us,” and let 
him ask God to work this miracle in his 
heart. 


Malla Moe 
(Continued from page 416) 


Cooper of Spokane, who visited her a 
year before, stated it: “Her wrinkled 
old face was a faded transparency 
through which one seemed to see God 
. .. One could imagine she was looking 
beyond those Swaziland hills, where she 
envisioned the gates of pearl swinging 
ajar to welcome her.” 

On Octobef 16 those gates were 
opened to the triumphant spirit of Malla 
Moe; and as her earthly candle burned 
out another one was lighted, with the 
brightness ef Heaven’s firmament, for 
as a glorified soul-winner she will “shine 

. as the stars for ever and ever.” 


Brook.iyn, N. Y. ' Tf 
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Lesson for May 30 


~The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, May 30 
1, Pioneers of Our Faith 
(Heb. 11:8-16, 24-26, 32-40) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

EMORIAL Day, which falls officially 

this year on this Sunday and which 
will be celebrated the next day, was es- 
tablished to remind those of us who live 
in America of both the living and the 
dead who have fought and bled for their 
country. It is right and proper that we 
should remember these men and women, 
many of whom have given their lives 
that our nation might be preserved, and 
that we might live in security and safety. 
But it is also important that, as followers 
of:the Lord Jesus Christ, we should learn 
about and keep fresh in our thoughts the 
memory of those men and women who 
have done infinitely more for us than 
those who have died for our country. It 
is a marvelous blessing to have freedom 
and democracy and social and economic 
security, but it is an infinitely greater 
blessing to have religious liberty, and 
Christian faith, and an open Bible, with- 
out which the temporal blessings would 
not have been passed on to us, and with- 
out which the temporal advantages 
would be meaningless. 


If you can obtain, either from your 
pastor, your Sunday school library, or 
your local public library, a copy of 
“Foxe’s Christian Martyrs of the World” 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; $3.95), you 
will @pd it a great help in preparing for 
this meeting. It would be a valuable 
addition to your own young ‘people’s 
library. This book is one of the great 
English ‘classics and: will never die. It 
gives short, cogent sketches of men and 
women, true to the faith, from the ear- 
liest Christian times through the 16th cen- 
tury. Not all of them gave their lives. 
Some of them had to leave friends and 
family, many were ridiculed and des- 
pised. Some suffered terrible tortures 
and deprivation rather than deny their 
Lord. Some gave themselves and their 
fortunes in order to translate the Scrip- 
tures into the tongues of the common 
people and so that the Scriptures might 
be widely distributed, 


ew of us today know what it means 
to. suffer for our faith, Oh, we may 
sometimes have to bear a little ridicule 
or perhaps some unpopularity because 
we seek to be consistent and obedient 
Christians, but few of us have ever suf- 
fered, either physically, or mentally, or 
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I’m On My 
Way To 


PHILA-BI 








I did a lot of thinking, too. Choosing a school wasn’t easy. 
Mother and Dad had a hand in it and, of course, we prayed 


seeking His guidance. We weighed every factor. That’s why 
I chose PHILA-BI. 


/ 
I needed basic fundamentals in Bible. 


And PHILA-BI’S one field of specialty—a major in Bible 
Book Study and Doctrine offers me the firm founda- 
tion I need. 


I needed part-time employment. 


And PHILA-BI offered me that opportunity. They are 
located right in the heart of Philadelphia. And that’s ideal 
for part-time employment. 


I needed an opportunity for a well rounded program of 
training. 
The Christian Service Department with its many outlets 
for experience will initiate me into my future ministry. 


I’m enrolling this fall at PHILA-BI. 
I hope to see you there. 


PHILADELPHIA BIBLE INSTITUTE 
coeducational 


1800 Arch Street @ Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Dr. William A. Mierop, President Dr. Clarence E. Mason, Jr., Dean 
Accredited in Collegiate Divisionby Accrediting Association of Bible Institutes and Bible Colleges (ke 
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PHILADELPHIA BIBLE INSTITUTE « 
1800 Arch Street © Philadelphia 3, Pa. | 
Send me your latest illustrated catalog and booklet, ! 
“Steps to Phila.-Bi.” t 
. f 
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YOU MAY HAVE A COPY OF THIS BOOK 


without money cost 







































for only THREE NEW 18-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES 
at $l each. This offer applies to subscriptions in the United 
| States only. 


THE LAW OF LIBERTY. 
im the SPIRITUAL LIFE 


by EVAN H. HOPKINS 


Truly a classic on holy liv- 
ing and the deepening of 
the spiritual life. 








For 40 years the author, a 
minister of the Church of 
England, was a leading 
speaker and Council mem- 
ber of the British Keswick 
Convention. 

This book has been regarded as the 


Convention’s textbook, said Mr. Fred 
Mitchell, its former chairman. 





Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas stated: 


**By far the best book available on 
the subject of Holiness.” : 


The regular selling price of this 128 
page clothbound book is $1.50, post- 
paid, from your bookstore or from 
The Sunday School Times Co, 





One of our readers has written us: “I want to commend 
you for publishing this book as I believe the body of truth 
it contains is the most neglected teaching in our day next 
to the Gospel. This book has been a great blessing to me.” 


HOW YOU CAN GET THIS BOOK 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give one copy of this book for every 
THREE NEW 18-weeks (U.S. only) subscriptions to the TIMES at $1 each. 
A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample copies of the 
_TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 
, When you have obtained the NEW subscriptions, send the names and ad- 
dresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $1 for each NEW 18-weeks 
subscription. Upon receipt, the names go on our mailing list and your copy (or 
copies) of this book will be sent to you immediately, on the basis of one book for 
every three subscriptions. Send all subscriptions at one time and mention this offer. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North 13thStrett - + + Philadelphia 5, Pa. — 


























——_—— ——S a 


May 15, 1954 


economically, rather than deny our Lord, 


_ We need to learn, then, about “this noble 


army, men and boys, the matron and the 
maid,” who “climbed the steep ascent of 
heaven, ’mid perils, toil, and pain.” 


Another excellent book to use in pre- 
paring this same topic is “The Progress 
of World Wide Missions,” by Robert H. 
Glover (Harper & Bros., New York 16; 
$3.). It gives invaluable information as 
to Christian missionary efforts from ear- 


‘liest times right up to recent years, and 


you will find here many gripping in- 
cidents in the lives of men and women 
who have carried the Gospel, in spite of 
every obstacle, to the uttermost parts of 
the earth. 


This is one of those meetings, in prep- 
aration for which it may be well to assign 
one or more heroes of the faith to a num- 
ber of different members of your group, 
asking each to tell in a few words why 
we should remember his particular man 
or woman, for his or her devotion to the 
cause of Christ. In addition to the Bible 
men and women mentioned in our Scrip- 
ture verses, you should be sure to include 
such individuals as Polycarp, Origen, 
John Wycliffe, John Huss, Martin Luther, 
William Tyndale, John Calvin, John 
Bunyan, John Wesley, William Carey, 
Adoniram Judson, Robert Moffat, David 
Livingstone, and the like. Perhaps in 
your own denomination, there are some 
that you will want to add to this list. 

we «(CN 

Do not let this meeting close without 
bringing home to your own members 
the great lessons that they may learn 
from this “cloud of witnesses.” The 
12th chapter of Hebrews, which follows 
the one from which our lesson verses 
for this week have been chosen, urges 
us, in view of these men and women who 
through faith have accomplished great 
things for God, also to lay aside every 
hindrance and sin and to run with pa- 
tience, or perseverance, the race that God 
has set before us, keeping our eyes upon 
the Lord Jesus Christ who has not only 
planned the way that lies ahead, but is 
also able to perfect, or complete, our 
faith and to produce in each of us those 
results for which He has laid hold upon 
us, 

PHILADELPHIA, 

4 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Stated in U.S.A. dollars 

$3.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $3.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $12.50. * 

$2.50 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
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postage. 
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General Harrison's Articles 
in Pamphlet Form 


AVE you ever wished for a good 

pamphlet on the Christian life to 
mail to young men and women in the 
armed forces, or to hand out to service- 
men, or to make available at USO cen- 
ters? One that should especially appeal 
to servicemen and women is entitled, 
“Practical Christian Living.” It has been 
written by Lieutenant-General William 
K. Harrison, Jr. It contains three arti- 
cles that General Harrison wrote for 
Tue Sunpay ScHoo. Times when he was 
chief UN delegate to the Truce negotia- 
tions in Korea, and Chief of Staff to 
General Mark Clark in command of the 
United States Army Forces in the Far 
East. Readers of THe Sunpay ScHooL 
Times will recall that these articles ap- 
peared in the July 18, July 25, and Au- 
gust 1, 1953, issues of the Tres, and 


will remember that they are helpful not 
only to service personnel but to all who 
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are seeking a better understanding of 
practical Christian living. 

Copies of the pamphlet may be had for 
10 cents each, 50 cents for six, 90 cents a 
dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 a hundred. Just 


address The Sunday School Times Com-’ 


pany, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, 
and ask for General Harrison’s “Practical 
Christian Living” pamphlet. 


1 . 
For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 

May 24 to 30 

Mon.—2 Kings 4:1-7. 
: Empty Vessels Filled. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “She said unto her 
son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he 
said unto her, There is not a vessel more. 
And the oil stayed.” This poor widow 
had a good servant of God to whom she 
could turn and who had power with God, 
It is good to make friends of men of 
God and women of faith who can inter- 
cede with God for needful mercies. More 
things are wrought by the Lord at the 
behest of godly people than this world 
dreams of. Do you have godly prayer 
helpers in Christ Jesus? Pray for “The 
Lutheran Hour,” St. Louis. 


Tues.—2 Kings 4:8-10. 
The Prophet’s Room. 
PraYER SuccesTions: “This is a holy 
man of God, which passeth by us con- 
tinually. Let us make a little chamber, 
I pray thee, . ... that he shall turn in 
thither.” The woman of Shunem and 
her husband became wonderful mission- 
ary associates of the Prophet Elisha. The 
good they did to him had great reflex 
blessing upon themselves. Have you 
some godly person, who shows by char- 
acter and conduct that he is indeed a 
man of grace, to whom you can render 
a special service of love? Look for God’s 
likeness in minister and missionary, and 
help such people all you-can. Pray for 
the Prayer League, Inc. (for the evan- 
gelization of Roman Catholics), Brook- 
lyn, N.Y. 


Wed.—2 mings 4:18-21, 32-37. 

From Death to Life. 
, Prayer’ Succestions: “Take up thy 
son.” The Shunammite woman received 
her son from the dead. This miracle 
of God, in answer to the prayer of the 
Prophet Elisha, is a-gentle reminder of 
the coming day, when “the dead in 
Christ shall rise first” and those who 
are living will be caught up to meet 
the Lord and be forever together with 
One whom Elisha and all the prophets 
and apostles so worthily represented in 
their ministries. What a day of rejoicing 
that will be! “Comfort one another with 
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penn Radeed Stantent verter” Sa sddeem be the Rev. 
E. J. Poole-Connor delivered at the Annual Meeting of 
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Sogn land of R.S.V. Available at 50 cents a 
Write B. J. Adcock, Hestings. Mich., or et Fromow, 

9 Milnthorpe Rd., Chiswick, London W. 4, England. 
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The advertisements in The Sunday 
School Times are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made to 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the 
regular reading of the advertisements 
proves so well worth while. 
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De you hove friends 
and loved ones attending 
modernistié churches? Give them 
tracts designed both to answer the problem, 





and lead them te Christ. 
SEND 25c FOR A SELECTION OF 25 


AKRON 9, OHIO 
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Spend your vacation at 


New England Keswick, Inc. 


A BIBLE CONFERENCE 
In the Heart of the Beautiful Berkshire Hills 
MONTEREY, MASS. 


JUNE 21 TO SEPTEMBER 6 


Pastors Conference—June 21 to June 25 
Camp for Girls—June 28 to July 12 

Camp for Boys—July 12 to July 26 

General Conference—July 26 to September 6 


Careful supervision and a well-planned schedule 
for the boys and girls. 
Splendid accommodations for adults also during 
boys and girls weeks. 


Prayerfully chosen sP@akers throughout nn en- 
tire conference—men of God attended with 
power and blessing. 


For particulars write 


R. J. Pop Courtney, Pres. Monterey, Mass. 
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Famous Pocket Quarterlies 


Based on the Uniform Series of the international 
$. S$. Lessons —for all Depts. 


True i Whole Bible 


Designed tofit the pocket, in size and 
price. 4% x 6%, 68 pages, each more 
than 25,000 words, handy size makes 
them easy to carry—hard to lose 

Can be conveniently studied dur- 
ing the week. They save time — 
win _— —F ee Each 








FREE! Write ms for full par- 

ticulars of our famous pocket quarterlies and other 
unique Sunday school lesson cnteriaio and supplies, 
all fully described in our big FREE catalog which 
includes Bibles, books, greeting cards, mottoes, 
calendars, etc. 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-7, Butier, ind. 
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ba "Just what a8 


/ Pve always wanted... : 


\ financial security, plus an 

n * / 
active part in the 

Lord’s work.” 


Mrs. L. smiles contentedly as she is handed her latest Moody Bible 
Institute Annuity certificate by Mr. Carl J. Frizen, Stewardship Depart- 
ment. And she has reason to smile! She is assured of a generous, depend- 
able income for the rest of her life. 


And besides that, she says: “No one can ever know what a great thrill it is to my 
heart to know that I have a part in training consecrated young people for lives of 
Christian service. I just recently learned that 120 former Moody Bible Institute 
stydents sailed for the mission field in one year. I feel that in this way I am really 
doing something vital and important for my Lord.” 

You, too, can be assured of a steady, generous income for the rest of your life. 
After signing an annuity agreement, you are free from bother and worry. For 
45 years Moody Annuity returns have arrived on time and have remained the same, 
regardless of wars, depressions or other economic conditions. They are “burglar- 
proof” because they are worthless to anyone except the true owner. If they are lost 
or destroyed, payments continue to the real beneficiary without interruption. 

And through investing your money in this way, you have the joy of knowing 
your dollars are being used to train missionaries, pastors and other Christian 
workers . . . and to proclaim the gospel through the printed word, gospel-science films, 
daily gospel broadcasts, and the other varied ministries of Moody Bible Institute. 


ZA Mail this coupon today —no obligation 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE Dept. S17 
820 N. LaSalle Street + Chicago 10, Illinois 


() Please send me pouBLE DIVIDENDS, thestory of the Moody 
Annuity plan. 

( I am interested ‘in stewardship in its relation to wills. 
Send coupon today for Please send me folder, Where There’s a Will. 
your free copy of DOUBLE 
DIVIDENDS. It'll tell you Ayame 

you want to know 

about Moody Annuities 
. . - how they can be ar- 
ranged to suit your cir- 
cumstances and provide 
possible tax exemption. 











these words” (1 Thess. 4:13-18). Pray 
for the Officers Christian Union, East 
Lansing, Mich. 


Thurs.—2 Kings 5:1-14, 
The Healing of Naaman. 
PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: “Then went he 
down, and dipped himself seven times 
in Jordon, according to the saying of the 
man of God: and his flesh came again 
like unto the flesh of a little child, and 
he was clean.” Obedience to the word 
of God spoken by the prophet put Naa- 
man immediately in the way of divinely 
promised blessing. Our Lord confirms 
this miracle in connection with His an- 
nouncement of His sovereign grace in 
man’s salvation (illustrated in Naaman’s 
miraculous healing). Are you one of 
God’s “healed” ones? Do you appre- 
ciate method and means of Christ’s sav- 
ing work? Pray for the People’s Gospel 

Hour, Truro, N. S., Can. 


Fri.—2 Kings 6:8-12. 
Prophet and Patriot. 
PRAYER Succestions: “The king of Is- 
rael sent to the place which the man of 
God told him and warned shim of, and 
saved himself there, not once nor twice.” 
God’s prophets were all true patriots. 
They always labored for the highest 
welfare of their nation. Does your fear 
of God have with it love of country? Do 
you seek by prayer the salvation of its 
leaders? (See 1 Tim. 2:1-8.) Do you 
honor these men as ministers of God? 
(Rom. 13:1-7.) Pray for New England 
Fellowship of Evangelicals, Boston. 


Sat.—2 Kings 6:13-23. 
Unseen Defenders. 
Prayer Succestions: “And the Lord 
opened the eyes of the young man; and 
he saw: and, behold, the mountain was 
full of horses and chariots of fire round 
about Elisha.” The Lord openeth the 
eyes of blind people to their own sinful- 
ness and sad condition, and also to the 
wondrous truth of His Word and to the 
realities of eternity. By ministries of 
godly preachers, and through the “fool- 
ishness of preaching,” He has ordained 
to save them that believe. Unseen 
heavenly hosts are round about us. They 
observe us more than we imagine (see 
Heb. 12:1, 22). Pray for the Christian 
Association for the Blind, New York City. 


Sun.—Isaiah 12. God’s Exalted Name. 

Prayer Succestions: “The Lord Je, 
hovah.” The name of God is holy and 
reverent. Who can speak His match- 
less worth? And what glory! The 
Jehovah of the Old Testament is the 
Jesus of the New Testament. His 
name is above every name in Heaven 
and earth. Magnify the name of Jesus. 
Pray in that name, and do all that you 
do for others in His name. Is He to 
you what He was to Thomas, who 
said, “My Lord, and my God”? Pray 
for the Sunday school teachers of the 
world, 
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